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PRAYERS 
ANSWERED 


Before the meeting of the General Assembly we requested the prayers 
of our readers for a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit. On our front 
cover we also carried an editorial entitled, “The Spirit Of The General 
Assembly”, calling the attention of the paramount need for the work of 
the Holy Spirit in bringing into positive action the fruits of the Spirit 
in all discussions. 


We feel that God has abundantly answered our prayers. Never in our 
memory has a General Assembly been characterized by such a fine atti- 
tude. 














The crowning event occurred in the last session when the Standing 
Committee on Inter-Church Relations brought in its report—a unanimous 
report—one born in prayer and carried out in love. In an unprecedented 
gesture the entire Committee came and sat on the platform and Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell and Dr. James Bullock told of the blessing the Committee 
itself had received in their sessions lasting more than eleven hours and 


ending in a prayer meeting. 


The General Assembly accepted this report without debate and with- 
out change. 


God is working. Give Him the opportunity to continue, to the blessing 
of our Church and through it to our country. 
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The Ninety-Third General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church U. S. 


Meeting In Montreat, N. C., June 4-9, 1953 


By The Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


For several years one of the most interesting and 
fruitful features of our General Assembly meet- 
ings has been the pre-Assembly Conference on Evan- 
gelism. These Conferences have been a source of 
great inspiration, motivating each Commissioner to 
return to his Presbytery and local church with a 
renewed determination to do all possible to further 
the cardinal mission of the Christian Church. 


The 1953 pre-Assembly Conference on Evange- 
lism met in the Anderson Auditorium located at 
Montreat, North Carolina, Wednesday afternoon, 
June 3rd. The meeting was called to order by Dr. 
William H. McCorkle, Secretary of the Division of 
Evangelism of the Board of Church Extension. The 
opening address was given by Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, 
Jr., in the absence of Dr. Frank C. Brown, Chair- 
man of the Division of Evangelism. Due to an im- 
pending operation, Dr. Brown was not able to at- 
tend this meeting. Dr. Broyles stressed the signifi- 
cance of the message we have to deliver in our day 
and pointed out how desperately the world needs 
this particular message. 


Seminars on lay evangelistic visitation, fellow- 
ship evangelism, assimilation of new members and 
evangelistic preaching, proved to be of real practi- 
cal value. This reporter sat in on the seminar on 
evangelistic preaching. The first discussion was led 
by Rev. John R. Williams, of Montreat, who 
served our church for eighteen years in evangelistic 
service. Mr. Williams stressed the point that the 
church must be excited; since the Devil and the 
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world offer strong excitements, the church must be 
spiritually excited. The importance of revivals was 
dealt with. Mr. Williams declared ‘‘Revivals are 
Biblical and the finest church historians attest their 
values in every land where the Christian Church 
has existed.” 

Rev. C. W. Solomon of Montreat, North Caro- 
lina, who has devoted many years of his life to 
evangelistic services in our church, followed Mr 
Williams, making practical suggestions for effec- 
tive evangelistic preaching. He observed that man) 
congregations feel that an evangelist can bring a 
revival with him in his suitcase. Such an idea is 
fallacious. He emphasized the notes of authority 
and simplicity in evangelistic preaching. 


‘The outstanding speaker at the pre-Assembl) 
Conference was Dr. Louis H. Evans, Minister-at- 
Large of the Board of National Missions, Presby 
terian Church, U.S.A., and former pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Hollywood, California 
Under Dr. Evans’ ministry this church became the 
largest Presbyterian Church in the world (over six 
thousand members), and his Sunday School had an 
enrollment of more than four thousand (without 
the use of “the new curriculum”’). 


Dr. Evans’ first message discussed the Christian | 


as a historian, a theologian and a witness. In this 
address he stated: “One of the greatest factors in 
the survival of any race is its power to reproduce. 
For any race to grow and increase, every pair 0! 
parents must give birth to at least four children 
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two of them to take the place of each parent, one 
to take the place of those who are prematurely taken 
by devastation, war and disease and the fourth to 
represent the increase of that family tree. If the 
church is to grow, every two Christians will have 
to recruit four others for the Kingdom. This is 
vital. Spiritual reproduction ought to be natural in 
the Christian Church. In some ways statistics as 
to our success are encouraging. Other figures are 
discouraging. There are more people numerically 
outside the Christian Church today than ever be- 
fore in history. There are more people numerically 
who are without religious instruction in America 
than in any era of our national life. Some twenty- 
seven million boys and girls go without any re- 
ligious instruction in this nation, Only twenty-four 
per cent of America’s population were in church 
last Sunday, and fifty per cent of the church mem- 
bers were AWQOL and their pews were empty. 
What America needs today is regeneration of the 
spirit. Our sickness is spiritual—not statistical. It 
lies within rather than without. Our almanacs read 
well but the stethoscope placed upon the heart tells 
a less encouraging story.” 









Thursday morning, Dr. Evans used as the sub- 
ject of his address “Living For Christian Service.” 
He concluded his message with this telling perora- 
tion: “Finally, the Christian must be a witness. 
He must live what he is recommending. The best 
argument for Christ is still a Christian. A Chris- 
tion is not only a messenger—he is also a model. 
Logic evolves before light. We move on to collec- 








condition. His doctors diagnosed the ailment as 
“emphysema.” He stated that this is a crippling 
but not a fatal malady. Prayer was offered for Dr. 
Alexander’s health and affectionate greetings were 
wired to him. 


The Moderator’s Sermon 

Dr. Charles L. King, the last Moderator, serv- 
ing as a Commissioner at this Assembly, substituted 
for Dr. Alexander and delivered the Moderator’s 
sermon. He used as his subject: “Things That Lie 
At The Center.” His text was Matthew 23:23. 


Dr. King pointed out that the frailty of human 
nature manifests itself in a tendency to become ob- 
sessed with things on the periphery rather than at 
the center. He illustrated this idea from the fields 
of education and homiletics. After enumerating the 
things that lie at the center of the Bible and Chris- 
tian literature, he came to grips with the applica- 
tion of this principle to our own day. Reminding 
the teaching and ruling elders of their responsibility 
of fashioning a church program, he asserted that at 
the beginning of every Assembly the question should 
be raised—‘Is our church program the best pos- 
sible program for aiding the people we serve to a 
knowledge and experience of eternal truths that lie 
at the center?” 


‘This reviewer has heard sixteen retiring Moder- 
ator’s sermons and he can think of none that has 
excelled Dr. King’s message in timeliness, keenness 
of analysis and fervor in delivery. It is our hope 
that this message will be long remembered and wide- 











pie tive social reconstruction after we have experienced ly applied in every phase of our church’s program. 
a eo The Election Of The Moderator 
their Speaking to the laymen of the Assembly, Dr. Only two candidates were nominated this year. 
urch Evans remarked: “A real layman must realize he Dr. W. A. Benfield of Louisville, Kentucky, placed 
is a personal agent of the Kingdom. He must not in nomination the name of Dr. Frank W. Price, a 
“aro- pass evangelism on to his pastor. The pastor is former missionary to China. Dr. Benfield urged the 
— nothing more than the captain of a fishing smack election of Dr. Price on the basis of his thirty years 
Mr who instructs the crew, each one with a line in his spent in China and his “rare combination of inter- 
ffec- hand. He must use his pastor as an encourager est and ability in promoting all phases of our church 
mam rather than as a crutch. He should be able to close work.”’ Dr. Price’s nomination was seconded by Dr. 
ng a a deal in the realm of religion as he closes it in the Thomas W. Currie, Jr., of Dallas, Texas. 
— * “ve — ee, Te eee ee See ee Dr. R. McFerran Crowe, a beloved pastor of the 
ons ee North Avenue Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, 
The Opening Of The Assembly nominated Dr. L. Nelson Bell, a former medical 
mbly [t is with deep regret that the Ninety-Third As- missionary to China. He told the Assembly that 
er-at- sembly had to be opened in the absence of its re- Dr. Bell’s twenty-five years in service in China 
resby- | tiring Moderator, Dr. William A. Alexander. Dr. stands as one of the great landmarks of missionary 
f the L. W. Gorton, ruling elder in Dr. Alexander’s endeavor. He called to the attention of the Assembly 
ornia church and a commissioner to this Assembly, made a the fact that in the ninety-three years of our history 
e the statement to the Assembly in regard to Dr. Alexan- no one in the medical profession has ever been elect- 
er six der’s physical condition. He informed members that ed Moderator. He asked the Assembly to rectify 
ad an & Ur. Alexander was not suffering from a malignant this oversight. Ruling Elder F. B. Gardner from 
: 
ithout & 
3 The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine de 1 to ti tatement, defense and propagation of 
-istian : the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 
. terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, 
a the N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. XII, No. 7, June 17, 1953. 
os se Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, North Carolina. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore Press, Asheville, North Carolina. 
od ¢. Appress Cuance: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 
id; o! three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 
ren 











2NAL JUNE 17,1953 






the Presbytery of Asheville, seconded the nomina- 
tion of Dr. Bell. He accentuated the fact that Dr. 
Bell had been recognized nationally as an ardent foe 
of Communism. Mr. Gardner said, “His record at 
this point has always been consistent. At no time 
in his career has he ever shown the slightest tendency 
to appeasement or compromise toward Communism 
or any other error that seeks to undermine Chris- 
tianity.”’ 


Only one ballot was necessary in this election 
and the results showed Dr. Price received 262, and 
Dr. Bell 165 votes. 


During the counting of the ballots, Mr. W. E. 
Price, a former Moderator, unveiled a portrait in 
honor of Dr. E. E. Gillespie. This portrait was 
presented in recognition of Dr. Gillespie's brilliant 
and consecrated services in the Synod of North 
Carolina. It is to be placed in the William Black 
Home at Montreat. 


” Ad Interim Committee On 
The Joint Hymnal” 


The Assembly’s Ad Interim Committee on the 
Joint Hymnal reported progress in this joint under- 
taking of the five co-operating Churches. Dr. David 
Hugh Johnson, Professor of Music of the Princeton 
Theological Seminary, has been elected Editor of 
the new hymnal. The actual work of compiling the 
hymnal is under way. The new book will consist 
of 576 pages and includes thirty gospel hymns. The 
Committee was continued as constituted to 
plete the project. 


com- 


“Ad Interim Committee On 
World Missions” 

The General Assembly of 1952 appointed an Ad 
Interim Committee of nine members for the purpose 
of studying the whole Missionary obligation and the 
strategy of the Church in today’s world. Progress 
was reported by this Committee and the hope was 
expressed that, after another year of study, the 
Committee will be able to submit it’s final report. 
Consideration has been given to such subjects as the 
obligation of World Missions, location of the head- 
quarters of the Board, and the place of World Mis- 
sions in our four Theological Seminaries. 


“ Ad Interim Committee On 
Publications” 


The Charleston Assembly appointed an Ad In- 
terim Committee to study the advisability of prepar- 
ing one official publication to take the place of the 
Presbyterian Survey and other such papers now 
published by the Board of Christian Education. 
Doubts were expressed as to the wisdom of the Ad 
Interim Committee’s report and a special commit- 
tee was appointed to make further study of this 
matter. The Special Committee recommended that 
a Board of Directors be set up to effect the develop- 
ment of the Presbyterian Survey into such an organ 
as the Assembly envisioned and be given sole direc- 
tion of the control of the publication of magazines. 
The Board of Directors shall be directly responsible 
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to the General Assembly and shall report annuall) 
thereto. This report was adopted. 


“Ad Interim Committee On 
Montreat College” 

Dr. Robert Excell Fry, Chairman of the Ad In- 
terim Committee, submitted a unanimous report 
relative to the future use of Montreat College. This 
report failed to meet with favor on the part of the 
Commissioners and it was referred to the Standing 
Committee on Educational Institutions. This Com- 
mittee was unable to find a solution for all of the 
problems involved and recommended “that the As- 
sembly commit the problem of Montreat College for 
another year to an Ad Interim Committee of eleven 
members appointed by the Moderator, Four of 
these members should be reappointed from the re- 
tiring Ad Interim Committee to conserve the fruits 
of their year of study, three members representing 
Montreat College, three members representing 
higher education in our Church, and the Chairman 
should be appointed by the Moderator from the 
Church at large.’’ This Committee is to report to 
the 1954 Assembly on the place of Montreat Col- 
lege in the Educational Program of our Church. 


“Ad Interim Committee On 
Retiring Ruling Elders” 

The Ad Interim Committee on Retiring Ruling 
Elders formulated a plan that would be optional in 
its use by the Churches relative to the Ruling Eld- 
er who has reached a period in life where he is no 
longer able to be active. This Committee proposed 
an amendment to the Book of Church Order to 
read as follows: “Any Ruling Elder who has served 
faithfully but whose ability to continue to render 
active service, is limited by age, physical disability 
or other cause may be elected ‘Ruling Elder Emeri- 
tus’ by the congregation collectively at a regula 
called meeting, provided such Ruling Elder indicates 
in advance his recognition of this act as an honor, 
and his willingness that the congregation proceed 
to elect him Ruling Elder Emeritus.” 


The Assembly made an amendment to include 
the clause: ‘. . and Deacons.”’ If this amendment is 
passed in our Presbyteries then it will be possible 
to have a “Ruling Elder Emeritus” and a “Deacon 
Emeritus.”’ 


“Ad Interim Committee On 
Church Property” 


The Ad Interim Committee on Church Property 
submitted both Majority and Minority reports. Dr. 
James A. Millard, Jr., gave the Majority Report 
that stated: “The beneficial ownership of the prop- 
erty of a particular church of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. is in the congregation of such 
church and title may properly be held in any form, 
corporate or otherwise, consistent with the provi- 
sions of civil law in the jurisdiction of which such 
property is situated.’ The Minority Report objected 
to the word “beneficial.” 


The Rev. A. Cullen Windham, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Opelika, Alabama, 
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and Hon. Henry E. Davis of Florence, South Caro- 
lina, expressed the Minority interpretation in this 
paragraph: “It is uniformly held by the Civil Courts 
that title to the property of a particular church is a 
matter regulated and determined wholly by civil 
law and deliverances thereon by ecclesiastical courts 
ire of no effect. Our Book of Church Order recog- 
nizes this when it declares unequivocally in para- 
graph 57 that Church courts have no jurisdiction in 
clitical or civil affairs.” The law is settled beyond 
any question that the title to real property is to be 
determined from the construction of the language of 
the deed, will, or other instrument in writing that 
passed the property and such construction is solely 
for the civil courts. No deed, will or instrument in 
writing (unless it expressly so declares) passes title 
to a ‘beneficial’ interest in the property but passes 
title to the property itself. Hence the use of the 
word ‘beneficial’ in this paragraph is without any 
warrant in the law.” 


The Majority Report was sustained and this was 
followed by the passing of a motion to the effect 
that this statement should be adopted merely as a 
declaratory statement and not enacted into the Book 
of Church Order. 


“Report Of The Board Of 
Annuities And Relief” 


The Ministers’ Annuity Fund just completed 
thirteen years of successful operation on March 31, 
1953. The total of 1,857,753 dollars has been paid 
to Annuitants from April 1, 1940 through March 
31, 1953. 


The Department of Ministerial Relief of the 
Board of Annuities and Relief has been doing a con- 
structive work during the past ecclesiastical year. 
During the past twelve months relief was forwarded 
regularly to 68 ministers, 257 widows of ministers 
and 15 orphans of ministers’ homes. To these 353 
homes a total of $212.067.25 was sent in the form 
of ministerial relief grants. In addition, $181,419.41 
of the Fund for Ministerial Relief was used by au- 
thorization of the General Assembly to supplement 
the inadequate annuities of 310 annuitants. The 
total Ministerial Relief Funds dispersed during the 
year to both beneficiaries and annuitants was $393,- 
+86.66. This is $48,959.55 more than has even 
betore been appropriated as grants and aid to the 
retired servants of the church. 


The Life Insurance Plan which was instituted 
in 1952 is beginning to take hold in the church. It 
is meeting a real need in the lives of those who serve 
the church, Seven death claims have been paid dur- 
ing the first nine months of the insurance year. In 
several of these claims the proceeds of the Group 
Lite Insurance amounted to about fifty per cent or 
more of the estate of the deceased. The report stated 
“This points up a well-known fact that many full- 
time salaried employees of the Church are woefully) 
under-insured.” 


In response to many requests from across the 
Church for the inclusion of hospitalization and sur- 
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gical benefits in the program of Group Life Insur- 
ance the Board adopted such a program to be added 
July 1, 1953. This action of the Board was approved 
by the Assembly. 


“Sunday Services” 

The Sunday morning sermon was preached by 
Dr. C. Grier Davis, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Asheville, North Carolina. His 
subject was “Ends and Means.” He gave an ex- 
cellent expository message on Philippians 1 :9-11. 
The main thrust of this message was that Christians 
must have a love that is characterized by knowledge. 
He declared “Love that is full of zeal but lacking 
in knowledge is a disrupting, destructive power in 
the Church. One Church Father has declared that 
uninstructed, misguided love has wrought more 
havoe in the Church than malice and hate.”’ Again 
he asserted — “The problem in the Church at 
Philippi was that zeal prevailed over spiritual com- 
mon sense. Love is first, but love needs the keen 
edge of a discriminating faculty. There must be 
sense and direction in love, not blind impulse.” 


Sunday afternoon was devoted to hearing frater- 
nal delegates from other churches. Dr. Charles E. 
Edwards, pastor of the Centennial A.R.P. Church 
at Columbia, South Carolina, brought greetings 
from this sister denomination. His remarks were in 
good taste and appreciated by all of the Assembly. 


Dr. Theo M. Taylor of Xenia Theological Sem- 
inary of Pittsburgh was the fraternal delegate from 
the U. P. Church of America. Many present thought 
he violated the sense of propriety in making extrava- 
gent statements such as—‘‘Our disunity is a scandal 
in the body of Christ and a sin against His body.” 
Such unwarranted statements are not conducive to- 
ward developing the warm fraternal spirit that Dr. 
Taylor was authorized by his denomination to pro- 
mote. 


Dr. Eugene C. Blake, Stated Clerk of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., discussed at length the pro- 
posed plan of union now before our churches. He 
was frank in saying that he was not hypocritical 
enough to pretend that there are not some real dif- 
ferences between our churches and that all should 
face the fact that there is substantial opposition to 
Union. He stated that it was his conviction that 
every minority should be protected from the tyran- 
ny of the majority. 


Dr. Amantino Adarno Vassao, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, brought 
greetings from the Southern hemisphere. Dr. Gaston 
Boyle served as his interpreter. 


Dr. Roy Ross, representative of the National 
Council of Churches, spoke for this organization. 
He was followed by Dr. R. S. Bilheimer, Program 
Secretary of the World Council. He outlined to 
the Assembly the plans for the coming meeting of 
the Council in Evanston, Illinois. 


Dr. James A. Jones, pastor of the Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, was the principal 
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speaker at the 7:30 Sunday evening service. He 
spoke on our work in the Belgian Congo and related 
in a fascinating manner the findings made on his 
recent visit to Africa. He pointed out that the Bel- 
gian Congo is now the largest Mission of our 
church, with 140 missionaries and workers, and he 
declared: “In less than sixty years since Lapsley 
and Sheppard went to the Congo we now have 70,- 
000 Presbyterians in this country.” 


“Standing Committee On 
Bills And Overtures” 


Overture No. 9, which asked that the words 
“Holy World-Wide Church” be substituted for the 
words “Holy Catholic Church” in the Apostles’ 
Creed, was answered in the negative. 


Overture No. 5, requesting the Assembly to di- 
rect that the next printing of the Confession of 
Faith and Catechisms contain proof texts from the 
R.S.V., was also answered in the negative. 


Overture No. 8, requesting the General Assem- 
bly to appoint an Ad Interim Committee to study the 
matter of Church attendance and formulate a pas- 
toral letter on the matter was referred to the Divi- 
sion on Evangelism with a request for study and 
report to the next Assembly. 


“Standing Committee On The 
Minister And His Work” 

The report of the Standing Committee on the 
Minister and His Work was made by Dr. Henry 
B. Dendy, Chairman. The first recommendation 
pointed out that the Commission on the Minister 
and His Work should ever keep in mind its original 
purpose, and that is to help ministers who need 
changes in pastorates as well as to aid pastorless 
churches in securing ministers. 


The recommendation that in each Presbytery the 
administration of the regulation of the church rela- 
tive to retirement of ministers at the age of seventy 
be placed in the hands of the Presbytery’s Commis- 
sion on the Minister and His Work, was defeated. 
Dr. Charles Logan, former Missionary to Japan, 
convinced the Assembly that a man who is in his 
76th year can still be used of the Lord, because at 
the present time he is engaged in building his one- 


hundredth Church. 


The General Council 


One of the highlights of the General Council’s 
fiscal report was that our Church has led all of the 
larger denominations of North America in its per 
capita giving. Our denomination has been nationally 
recognized as a leader in the field of tithing—a fact 
which has caused an unprecedented number of calls 
for help from those of cther communions. 


The Assembly’s atten:ion was called to the fact 
that Mr. Harvey H. Walters resigned on March 1, 
1953, to establish his own public relations office. He 
was succeeded on May 15, 1953, by Mr. Bluford B 
Hestir of Austin, Texas. Mr. Hestir is a son of the 
manse and comes to this work with a splendid back- 
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ground of education and practical publicity experi- 
ence. 


The following recommendations from the Gen- 
eral Council were adopted: 


1. That October 19, 1953—November 15, 1953, 
be designated as the Stewardship Emphasis Season 
with November 8 as Every Member Canvass Day 
and that ‘First Things First” be the theme of the 
fall 1953 canvass. 


2. That November, 1954, be approved as Stew- 
ardship Emphasis Season and that November 14 be 
designated as Every Member Canvass Day and 
that the theme of the Canvass for the fall of 1954 
be “The Work We Do Together.” 


3. That the ministry and lay leadership of the 
Church be reminded that Stewardship is an integral 
part of the Christian experience and should receive 
continual emphasis throughout the year and the 
special seasons and programs are not intended to 
take the place of but to supplement the year-round 
Stewardship Emphasis. 


4. The spending budget for the Agencies for the 


year, January 1 - December 31, 1954, will be 
$5,743,774.00. 
Judicial Business 


The Judicial Commission composed of members 
of the Standing Judicial Committee with the excep- 
tion of those from the Synod of North Carolina met 
with Dr. E. T. Thompson as Chairman for the 
purpose of hearing and acting upon the complaint 
of certain members of Orange Presbytery in the 
Synod of North Carolina against the action of the 
Synod of North Carolina. The Commission voted 
16-15 to sustain the first specification of error where- 
in the complainant affirmed that the Synod erred 
in sending the case back to Orange Presbytery for 
a new hearing under Par. 189 of the Book of Church 
Order. 


The Commission voted 25-6 not to sustain the 
second specification of error wherein the complain- 
ant affirmed that the Synod erred when it stated 
“that the Rev. Charles M. Jones and the Chapel 
Hill Church be given the opportunity by the Pres- 
bytery of Orange of due process and trial as soon 
as possible if so desired by either party in accord- 
ance with Par. 189 of the Book of Church Order.” 


The action of the Judicial Commission left intact 
the authority of the Presbytery under Par. 76 of 
the Book of Church Order to dissolve the pastoral 
relationship where the interest of religion impera- 
tively demanded it without the necessity of a formal 
trial. The action of this Commission continues in 
force and effect the dissolution of the pastoral rela- 
tionship that existed betvreen Rev. Charles M. Jones 
and the Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church. It at- 
fords Mr. Jones and the Chapel Hill Presbyterian 
Church the right of formal trial should it be so de- 
sired. 
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Women’s Work 

The forty-first annual report of the Board of 
Women’s Work recorded another year of progress 
made by the 309,207 women of our Southern Pres- 
yyterian Church. Emphasis was placed upon the 
mportance of cooperation of the Women of the 
Church with the plans and programs of the Pres- 
bytery centered in the General Assembly. The re- 
port stated that there are now 3.038 organizations 
if the Women of the Church and all seem to indi- 
cate rich fruitage of work and witness beyond the 
hounds of the church—in the community and across 
the world. 


The financial side of the report reflected a healthy 
increase in giving. The gifts to benevolences includ- 
ing the Birthday Gift amounted to $2,114,666 
which represents an increase of $83,645. The gifts 
to the local church were $1,136,906 indicating an 
increase of $49,722. The total gifts were $3,251,- 
568 showing an increase of $133,367. 


Spiritual growth was also a highlight in the an- 
nual report. From a large majority of the question- 
naires the answers showed that women have been 
participating in more phases of our evangelistic mis- 
sion, especially through visitation of persons yet 
unreached by the Church and a greater concern for 
people. Other signs of growth noted were: increased 
participation in programs; larger attendance at 
church services and women’s meetings; more eager- 
ness to serve and to train for service; a growing 
sense of love and responsibility for the work of the 
church. There was also noted from the reports a 
definite upward trend in real intercession, not only 
through more praying groups but through more in- 
dividual intercessors. The ‘Fellowship of Prayer,” 
a group of those who are shut away from active ser- 
vice but would know the secret of prayer, continue 
to enrich the life of our church through this minis- 
try of intercession. This group numbers 825. The 
dominant note sounded in reports from the local 
groups has been one of joy in the service of making 
Christ pre-eminent in all of life. 


Report Of The Board Of 
Christian Education 

The report of the Board of Education gaye ap- 
propriate recognition to eighteen years ot mghly 
successful service rendered by Dr. Edward D. Grant 
as Executive Secretary. This relationship terminated 
November 1, 1952, in order that ‘ie might accept a 
position as director of the Department of Institu- 
tions of the State of Louisiana, The repor* Jeclared, 
“Dr. Grant’s resignation was a severe loss to the 
Board and to the Church, His brilliant and dynamic 
leadership has resulted in vast changes in the work 
and program of the Board of Christian Education. 
lhe history of his leadership for the past eighteen 
vears is the history of the development of Religious 
Educatic + and now Christian education in the life 
of our 'eloved Presbyterian Church in the United 
States... Dr. Grant came to the Board in Septem- 
ber, 1934, after retirement of Mr. R. E. Magill. 
tle was at first Executive Secretary of Publication 
and Treasurer and then became Executive Secre- 
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tary of the total program in 1937. His remarkable 
insight into the business needs of the Board was 
equalled by his grasp of the Educational work of 
the Board. The business department was reorgan- 
ized. An accurate record of the cost of each periodi- 
cal and book is maintained. There is no doubt as to 
where the losses and profits are. Separate records of 
receipts and expenditures for the business and edu- 
cational departments and for benevolent contribu- 
tions guarantee the use of all benevolent funds by 
the Church to be used for the purpose for which 
they are given.” 


Men’s Work is continuing to carry responsibility 
for adult education. The interest of the men in the 
work of the Church has been increasing rapidly. 
Greater demands have been made upon the members 
of the staff of this division in order that Men’s 
Work might accomplish the desired goals. The 
Board at its October, 1952 meeting separated Men’s 
Work and Adult Education administratively. Three 
officers of the Assembly’s Men’s Council have been 
serving as advisory members of the Board. The 
Assembly was requested to make them full mem- 
bers of the Board. Contingent to the plans for the 
constant development of the program of Men’s 
Work, plans are being made for the greatest con- 
vention for men yet held. The convention will be 
held in New Orleans, Louisiana, October, 1954. 
The men of our Church are enlisting for training 
and are marching in increasing numbers beneath 
the standard of Jesus Christ. 


The report of the Board of Christian Education 
reflected a healthy business outlook. The sales of 
books and periodicals for the year 1952-53 for the 
Richmond and Dallas stores totaled $1,625,047.07. 
The profits for the year were $242,676.64. Al- 
though the volume of sales increased by $207,411.39 
profits were not as high proportionately. The cost 
of production continues to increase. 


Dr. Marshall Dendy, the new Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Christian Education, has 
moved into his new duties with vigor and marked 
ability. 


Specicl Monday Night Service 


The Assembly heard with great interest Dr. Billy 
Graham, internationally known evangelist, who flew 
in from his meeting in Dallas, Texas to speak to the 
Commissioners at the Monday night service. Dr. 
Graham was introduced to the Assembly by Dr. 
Charles L. King of Houston. In his introduction 
Dr. King said “my own life and ministry has been 
enriched by my association with Billy Graham. We 
were together in Houston during his campaign some 
time ago and | want to tell you that at the last night 
of the meeting there were 80,000 people present at 
Rice Stadium and about 2,000 came forward to ac- 
cept Christ as Saviour. Thousands who never dark- 
ened the church door were brought to church 
through his preaching. I have three convictions con- 
cerning this man. First, he is a man of God; second, 
he is a man sent from God; third, he is a man being 
used of God in this year 1953.” 
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Dr. Graham used as his text Matthew 16:18. 
He discussed the Mission, Unity, and Hope of the 


Church. He urged the church to center all of its 
teaching around the Holy Bible. He said “we need 
Christian Education and the Bible must be our text 
book.” After this meeting Dr. Graham was invited 
by the Division of Evangelism to be the principal 
speaker at the pre-assembly Evangelistic Confer- 
ence to be held in Montreat next year. 


Elders’ Fellowship Breakfast 


One of the inspirational features of the Ninety- 
Third General Assembly was the Elders’ Fellow- 
ship Breakfast held on Tuesday morning in the 
Assembly Inn dining room, Dr. LeRoy P. Burney, 
Director of Officer Training of the Division of 
Men’s Work presided. The blessing was offered 
by Judge Julian R. Alford, President of the Men 
of Florida. The address was given by Dr. Edward 
D. Grant, former Executive Secretary of the Board 
of Christian Education, who now is serving as Di- 
rector of the Department of Institutions of the 
State of Louisiana. 


In the course of Dr. Grant’s address he said “‘] 
know other churches and | wouldn't swap our 
church for any I have ever seen. We have a great 
church and our ruling elders should serve it in a 
great way.” Dr. Grant also insisted that ruling 
elders should seek to become informed upon all the 
issues of the church and especially about the debat- 
able issues upon which the Assembly must make 
practical decisions. 


Board Of Church Extension 
Division Of Home Missions 

During the past year fifty-seven of eighty-four 
Presbyteries received aid from the Missionary Sup- 
port Department. A total of five hundred fifty-four 
workers—pastors, evangelists, superintendents, teach- 
ers, and community workers — who served 649 
churches, 205 outposts, 7 institutional centers and 
five schools—were supported in whole or in part 
by the Department. The Division of Home Mis- 
sions also aided the Indian work, the Mountain 
work, the Latin-American work, and the Foreign 
Language work. 


The Urban Church Department of the Division 
of Home Missions made a number of surveys in 
various sections of our Assembly. The surveys point- 
ed up the programs and facilities of the present 
churches and made definite recommendations as to 
the site or sites of future Presbyterian churches. 


The program of the Town and Country Church 
Department has been planned to develop the total 
program of the local town and country church. This 
includes, among other things, a plan to train our 
ministers and our lay leadership in cooperation with 
Synod and Presbytery committees on Church Ex- 
tension and inter-denominational cooperation in 
town and country church work. The Department 
is sponsoring a Seminar for leaders from ‘Town and 
Country Churches in the Montreat 
Leaders. 
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School for 


The Sunday School Extension Department has 
provided a full-time worker to each Synod whose 
Church Extension Committee has been directed by 
the Church Extension program in the Synod. Our 
Sunday School Extension Workers have made 
real contribution to the rapid growth of the denomi 
nation and the establishment of new churches. A 
very large number of our new churches had thei: 
origin in a program of visitation and survey con 
ducted by our Sunday School extension workers. 


Division Of Negro Work 

During the year the Division of Negro Work 
added to its staff Rev. L. W. Bottoms. He has be 
come a full-time assistant. 


Our three negro Presbyteries have been received 
into the Synods of Georgia, Alabama, and Louisi 
ana. The report stated that this reception will ac- 
celerate the efficiency of our Church's program. 


Dr. Richard Potter, Director of a special cam- 
paign to raise $2,000,000.00 for Negro work, re- 
ported to the Assembly at the Friday night service 
that—‘‘The goal is now within reach. The last re- 
port brings us to the encouraging figure of $1,726, 
624.00.” 


Division Of Radio And Television 

This Division has co-operated with the Board of 
World Missions in producing programs in Portu- 
guese for radio use in Brazil. The Board of World 
Missions is working in closest cooperation with this 
Division and drawing her policies and procedures, 
looking toward the integration of these new media 
into the evangelistic and educational work of all 
our mission fields. 


Division Of Christian Relations 

The report of the Council on Christian Rela- 
tions was divided into three parts. The first part 
dealt with a statement concerning the Reformed 
Faith in relation to social action prepared jointly 
by the Council on Christian Relations of the Pres- 
byterian Church U. S. and the Department of So- 
cial Education in Action of the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A. The second part dealt with the report on 
marriage, divorce and remarriage. The third part 
discussed the developments which have taken place 
in the past year in the area of Christian Relations 
with special reference to the South. 


‘The second section which dealt with marriage 
and divorce precipitated considerable debate. ‘Two 
substitute motions were made for the Committee's 
report but both were defeated. The action taker 
was to the effect that Chapter 26 in our Confession 
of Faith be revised and sent down to the Presby 
teries for consent and approval. 


When the Standing Committee submitted its gen 
eral recommendations, Rev. J. W. Ewart of West 
Virginia made the following motion, “Move that 
Section III, Par. 1, be amended by the additior 
of the following: 


|. That the General Assembly in carrying 6u' 
the implications of this action, shall direct the trus 
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open its doors to all races; 





tees of all its institutions of higher education to 


That the General Assembly strongly recom- 
mends the same action to Synods and Presbvteries 


That the local churches be directed to examine 
their own life, and practice no discrimination with- 
n its fellowship or outreach.” 


This motion was referred to the Division of 
Christian Relations for study and report back to 
the next meeting of the General Assembly. 


Division Of Evangelism 


The Division of Evangelism has sought to en- 
courage the Church to attempt evangelistic endea- 
vors on a larger scale of operation during the past 
vear, believing that there is encouragement and 
mutual support from groups of churches entering 
evangelistic visitation and preaching missions simul- 
taneously. 


This report called to the attention of the Assem- 
bly that last year 1195 of our churches had no 
accessions on profession of faith. Several of these 
churches had over five hundred members. 


After noting progress made in the field of evan- 
gelism the Standing Committee’s report observed 
“lest we have undue pride and forget that it is God 
‘who gives the increase,’ let us remind ourselves that 
no church drifts toward evangelism but always away 
from it. Our tendency within the church is to con- 
sume our attention upon the people already sup- 
reached. Evangelism ordinarily must wait 
for a more convenient time.” 


posedly 


Report Of The Board Of 
World Missions 


The Board of World Missions is ever cognizant 
of its great end. ‘The great end of missionary life 
and service is the preaching of Christ and Him 
crucified to the non-evangelized peoples. All forms 
of missionary work must be subordinate to this end. 
The Board will, therefore, sanction no methods of 
missionary effort, except as they contribute to a 
wider and more effective proclamation of the Gos- 
pel, and the missions, in all their recommendations 
and policies, are charged to keep this chief end in 
view.” While deeply concerned with all aspects 

human life and welfare, the Board feels that it 
should pyar: measure its success by its eftec- 
tiveness in bringing men and women face to face 
with tos Christ as their Lord and Saviour. It is 
to the credit of the Board that in the very composi- 
tion of our missionary force, evangelistic workers 
outnumber all other categories two to one. It is seen 
also in the annual expenditures which indicate that 
the larger share of annual appropriations go to this 
particular work. 
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Highlights From The Fields 


Africa 


Our work in Africa today has more than three 
thousand preaching points which are being served 
by fifteen hundred African evangelists. Our twelve 
hundred schools enroll approximately thirty-five 
thousand students. ‘The membership of our Congo 
churches approximate seventy thousand communi- 
cants who compose a strong Synod with eight con- 
stituent Presbyteries. 


Brazil 


Brazil, long regarded as one of our most difh- 
cult and less fruitful fields, has come to the fore- 
front of missionary attention in the last decade or 
two as a land of unparalleled evangelical opportun- 
itv. The religious monopoly, held for centuries by 
the dominant church, no longer poses as the seeming 
absolute barrier that it once presented. 


Characteristic of Brazilian congregations is a 
fervent evangelism, vigorous in its outreach, the 
momentum of which is seen in the multiplication of 
preaching points and of the ever swelling tide of 
new believers who are coming forward to make their 
profession. The Board states, “It is difficult to find 
a group of Christians in Brazil, however small, 
who do not maintain active outposts of their own. 
Accumulative results of this centrifugal witness 
from hundreds of points are seen in the rapidly 
mounting figures of church membership in all de- 
nominations.” 


Our schools in Brazil are crowded with record 
enrollments. Our missionary force now numbers 91 
and constitutes our largest team in any field except 
Africa. It has a widening witness to 514 outstations 
and preaching posts, maintaining a breadth of work 
that exceeds all previous efforts. The fruitfulness of 
these endeavors is attested by the largest ingathering 
on profession of faith ever reported from our mis- 
sions in Brazil. 


China - Formosa 

News of the Chinese church is meager but it is 
evident that while there are many restrictions, and 
the pressure of the government upon all the people 
to support the Communist program is unrelenting, 
vet the preaching of veg Gospel continues. The work 
of our missionaries in Formosa is primarily among 
the nine million Oldie in the stronghold of the 
Republic of China, and especially among the three 
million refugees from the mainland, many of whom 
are from the area where our China mission served. 
These are living in the hope of returning to the 
mainland and the missionaries believe that large 
numbers of those who may be won to Christ and 
trained for His service now will go back as wit- 
nesses for Him to spread the Gospel in China when 
the opportunity comes, 


Japan 


Concerning Japan the report states, “The brief 
era of conspicuous popularity enjoyed by Christian- 
ity and westernism in the aftermath of World War 
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Il, is coming to an end. There is still a receptive- 
ness to Christian truth and a far more favorable 
attitude than existed in pre-war days but the first 
wave of enthusiasm is passed and the missionary 
endeavor in Japan is confronted again by the re- 
surging tide of Japan’s traditional ideologies. Both 
Shintoism and Buddhism have made a remarkable 
recovery.” 


Our own church is now represented by forty-six 
missionaries in Japan, an exceptionally able group 
carefully chosen for their particular aptitudes and 
fitness for work in a highly exacting field in a 
critical time. The report further stated, “No call 
to the church comes with greater insistence and 
urgency than the need for reinforcement of our 
work in Japan.” 

Korea 

Our Board of World Missions declared that the 
Christian Church has become the dominant entity 
in the religious and spiritua! life of Korea. It has 
also become the dominant ideological factor in the 
life of Korea. Wherever the church has gone the 
Gospel has laid the foundations of liberty, the basic 
principles of democracv. This report further stated, 
“Tt is not an accident that the President of the South 
Korea Republic is a Christian and that the number 
of Christians in the national assembly is far out of 
proportion to : ‘¢ church’s proportionate strength and 
the population.” 

Mexico 

The reports from our Mexico mission reflect a 
decrease in ti: religious persecution which has 
threatened Pro.esiant work at times and which con- 
tinues to harass evangelicals in certain other Latin 
American countries. Here we have seen a notable 
improvement in the properties ot our congregations 
Four congregations are now worshipping in new 
buildings erected with the help of challenge funds 
from the Program of Progress. The Mexico Mis- 
sion appears to be entering a new phase of its history 
and the reports of succeeding years will undoubted- 
ly bring to us names of unfamiliar places where the 
Gospel will be making its first entrance. 

Ecuador 

Here is a new work still struggling in the early 
stages of its beginnings. It needs the wholehearted 
support of our people in their interest and prayers. 
The most acute need confronting the mission at the 
present time, is for more missionaries. 


Portugal 

The Presbyterian Church of Portugal was or- 
ganized in Lisbon on Reformation Day, October 
31, 1952. The evangelistic meetings conducted here 
have been fine and the Churches in every case were 
so crowded that people had to be turned away. 
There is a growing evangelical Christian witness 
in Portugal. 

With gratitude, the Board said its financial re- 
port showed an increase of $501,988.45 over the 
vear before. It was noted, however, that the Board 
of World Missions was required to pay $92,366.37 
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into the Equalization Fund by order of the Genera 


Assembly. 


Our Responsibility 

Dr. William C. Robinson, Chairman of th 
Standing Committee emphasized in his Committee's 
report that “World Missions is based on the Wor 
of the Living God. Every action of our Churcl 
courts, congregations and agencies should take ac 
count of this revealed purpose of God and no pro 
gram however well-intentioned ought to be inter 
posed between the marching order of the King and 
the obedience of his subjects. The church is a mis 
sionary society upon which God has laid the duty 
of imparting to others the blessings She has received 
The measure of a man’s interest in World Missions 
is the expression of his valuation of Christ.” 


Standing Committee On 
Inter-Church Relations 

Dr. R. MecFerran Crowe, Chairman of the 
Standing Committee on Inter-Church Relations, . 





prefaced his report by asking Dr. L. Nelson Bell of 
Asheville and Dr. James R. Bullock of Houston to 
make a statement to the Assembly. Both commis- 
sioners stated that the Committee was composed of 
men of widely divergent views but through prayer 
a unanimous report had been reached. 





For the information of our readers we record the 
nine recommendations passed on by the Assembl) 
without debate. Dr. Charles L. King of Houston 
made the motion for the adoption of the report. It 
was seconded by Dr. William C. Robinson of 
Columbia Theological Seminary. The recommenda- 
tions are as follows: 


1. “That the ‘Plan Providing for Union’ be re- 
ceived and transmitted to the Presbyteries, and be 
made available for study and comment to other or 
ganizations and individuals in the Church request- 
ing it. 


2. “That your committee be instructed to make 
such further revisions as it, with the representatives 
of the other two churches, may agree upon afte: 
consideration of the suggestions which are received 
up to November 1, 1953.” 


3. “That your committee be instructed to reprint 
the Plan, including revisions referred to above, and 
submit it to the General Assembly of 1954.” 


4+. “That the Stated Clerk be instructed to docket 
tor consideration of the 1954 General Assembly the 
question: Shall the revised Plan proposed by the 
Permanent Committee be approved and recom- § 
mended to the Presbyteries for their advice and con- 
sent, in accordance with provisions of paragraph 
168 of the Book of Church Order?” 





5. “That the above action be conditioned upon 
substantially the same actions being taken by the 
1953 Assemblies of the other two bodies.” 


pee A 


6. “That we encourage our Committee on Ci 
operation and Union to conduct an 
program on the Plan of Union.” 


education 
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7. “That there shall be complete freedom of dis- 
cussion of the Plan in Presbyteries, or open meet- 
ings, and, where open discussions are planned that 
there shall be an opportunity afforded for those of 
different viewpoints to express their opinions, if 
they so desire; representation for either side to be 
of the choosing of that particular side.” 


8. “That the church papers and individuals shall 
be urged always to keep their statements in accord- 
ance with the facts involved and in the light of 
Christian love and mutual forbearance.” 


9. “That the attention of the members of the 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation be called to 
the following: 


A. We feel it expedient, in negotiating with 
representatives of the other denominations, to work 
out as far as possible a plan for locating and merg- 
ing the boards and agencies of the three denomina- 
tions before the Plan of Union is presented to the 
Assemblies for action, rather than leaving all these 
important matters to be disposed of subsequently 
by a special Commission of fifty, as now planned. 


B. Such instruction to our Committee shall not 
be construed as opposition to, or approval of, union, 
but it shall be understood as an expression of our 
earnest desire for more definite information on the 
important question of how boards and agencies of 
the three denominations may best be consolidated 
and where they should be located. 


C. We further recommend that the minority 
report of the Permanent Committee be answered in 
the negative and that, as a matter of personal privi- 
lege, Judge T. H. Stukes, author of a minority 
report to the Permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union, be given the privilege of the floor, if he 
so desires.” 


The Standing Committee of Inter-Church Rela- 
tions had referred to it a communication from the 
First Presbyterian Church of Charleston, South 
Carolina and requested that it be read to the As- 
sembly. This communication stated: “IMPOR- 
TANT NOTICE TO THE MEMBERS OF: 
THE FIRST (SCOTS) PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, CHARLESTON, S. C.” 


“The following is a copy of a Declaration adopt- 
ed by the Session of our Church at a called meeting 
held in the Session Room on the evening of May 
19, 1953 and sent to the Rev. E. C. Scott, D.D., 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States, Atlanta, 
Georgia. This has reference to the Proposed Plan 
of Union and the action taken is a safe-guard to 
our ownership of our Church property and our 
Constitutional rights. Read this carefully, and should 
you wish to make any comments on this action, ad- 
dress same to the Session of the Church.” 


“The Session of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Charleston, South Carolina, respectfully submits 
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this Declaration on the Proposed Plan of Union of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., The Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States and the United 


Presbyterian Church, North America (Revised 
1952).” 


“To the CATEGORICAL QUESTION, on 
which the General Assemblies and the Presbyteries 
of the three Churches shall vote “yes” or “no”’— 
‘Shall a Union of these Churches as The Presby- 
terian Church of the United States be effected ??— 
Our answer is as follows: 


I. ““Whereas the Session is the court of jurisdic- 
tion over this congregation, we declare our con- 
stitutional right to act in behalf of said congregation 
on the Proposed Plan of Union insofar as it affects 
our corporate existence and rights.” 


II. “The following are in answer to the QUES- 
TION: 


(a) On the Doctrinal Basis, we reafirm our vows 
of ordination, interpreted in full accord with the 
Presbyterian Confession of Faith, without any reser- 
vations or exceptions, and assent to its inclusion only 
as pertaining to the Spiritualities of the Plan of 
Union, and not its Civil or Corporate Rights.” 


(b) “On the Governmental Basis, our answer is 
‘NO’: because the Plan of Union is based on the 
Book of Church Order of The Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America, which asserts the 
ownership of local property by the courts of the 
General Assembly, Synods and/or Presbyteries. We 
reject absolutely any such claim as confiscatory and 
illegal in that it purposes to deny our civil right to 
own, control and use our real property under the 
charter of the State of South Carolina.” 


Furthermore, we reaffirm our right to hold prop- 
erty acquired by our corporation in fee simple, deny- 
ing any right, interest, equity or authority to control 
said property by any ecclesiastical court, general as- 
sembly, synod, or presbytery with which we have 
or may have solely spiritual associations or rela- 
tions.” 


(c) “On the Constitutional Basis our answer is 
‘NO.’ We categorically declare the right of the 
congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Charleston, South Carolina under the general prin- 
ciples of constitutional law to meet, discuss and act 
on any proposal or plan or covenant concerning cor- 
porate union with any ecclesiastical court, general 
assembly, synod, presbytery or others to effect, di- 
rect, or compel any act of union of this congregation 
with any other church or communion.” 


“This CATEGORICAL STATEMENT” is 
directed to the General Assembly as a declaration 
of our constitutional rights to reject the proposed 
Plan of Union.” 


PAGE 11 





Summation 


The Ninety-Third General Assembly will long 
be remembered for the willingness on the part of 
the commissioners to seek to harmonize differences 
existing between Christian brethren. Although there 
were a few commissioners who spoke harshly and 
sharply at times, such were exceptions. By and large 
the majority sought to be restrained in speech and 
considerate of other points of view. 


The tine feeling demonstrated on the part of Dr. 
Frank Price, the Moderator, and Dr. Nelson Bell, 
who assisted him in his Moderatorial duties set 
before the Assembly a beautiful example of Chris- 
tian courtesy. 

The Assembly closed on a very high note of 
spiritual exaltation. While differences of views still 
exist there is a finer spirit in our church today be- 
cause of the Ninety-Third General Assembly. 
Church courts usually bring out the worst that is 
in man. Human frailities manifest themselves in 
ecclesiastical tribunals as in few other places. The 
Ninety-Third General Assembly was an exception 
to this rule. It evoked the finer qualities of redeemed 
hearts. For this we are grateful and because of this 
we take courage. 


The spiritual triumph gained at this Assembly 
was secured through prayer and humility of spirit. 
These two things will be necessary to maintain this 
victory through the year ahead of us. The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal pledges itself to conduct all 
discussions and debates on the basis of fact and 
respect for those who differ with us. 


As long as we continue our ministry we expect 
to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints” (Jude vs. 3), but we shall 
do so in Christian love. We hold to the conviction 
that a defense of the faith and the obligation to love 
our Christian brethren are not mutually exclusive, 
but twin duties imposed upon us by the Christian 
revelation found in the Holy Scriptures. 


J. V.N. Talmage, 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 


Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the nineteenth in a series of articles by 


B.D.E.) 
The Three Climatic 
Oscillations Of Archeology 


One certain finding of the old stone-age archeol- 
ogy of western Europe is that three climatic oscilla 
tions from warm to cold succeeded each other, each 
marked by a different human culture, brought by 
great migrations of hunters from the east. | agree 
whole-heartedly with this. Thus the dispute be- 
tween Bible-trusting Christians and dogma-trusting 
prehistorians and religious leaders must focus on 
the nature of these oscillations,—whether they were 
long or short, strong or weak. Christian teachers 
cannot ignore the issue, for upon it depends the 
accuracy of the Biblical description of the Garden 
of Eden from a scientific standpoint. 


In order to gain some idea of the attitude of the 
church toward this scientific subject, | have asked 
a great many people to give me their opinions. In 
one letter, | wrote the President of a theological 
seminary suggesting that subjects related to this 
issue ought to be discussed by people who knew 
something about the matter, and not by professors 
who admittedly did not know the first principles. 
The seminary president is without a peer and un- 
usually well informed, but I was amazed when he 
wrote me that he thought the present interpreta- 
tions of Genesis in his seminary were no more than 
a reaction against a too simple theory of inspiration. 
Forty years experience in Korea has taught me that 
voung Christians all have too simple ideas of in- 
spiration, but no missionary ever considered it a 
problem, for increased knowledge of the Bible soon 
taught them that God spoke in “divers manners.” 
The Bible stories are scientifically true regardless 
of the manner in which they were originally given 
or finally incorporated into the Bible. 


Here are the facts of climatic oscillations in 
western Europe during the Wisconsin-Wurms phase, 
expressed in simple form. (See article 15 for ex- 
planation of A, B, C, D.) 


C) A long warm phase of polar rest with hippo- 
potomi and elephants but no human beings. 


[D) A much shorter phase of more or less rapid 
oscillations. 


1) A short warm era as above (C) but 
gradually changing. 


2) An Arctic era with ice extending as far 
south as the site of London with Arctic ani- 
mals but no humans. 
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3) A very warm era with hippos and ele- 
phants returning. Along with them came the 
earliest hunters, men with high-foreheads. 


+) An Arctic era with ice coming from the 
west, and reaching to Norfolk, England. Rein- 
deer reached Spain. 


5) A warmer era without hippos and ele- 
phants, but with those low-foreheaded people 
called Neanderthals. 

6) An Arctic era, but not so cold as “4” 
above. Ice from north-west. 


7) A cool era with no warmth loving ani- 
mals, but with high-foreheaded artistic hunt- 
ers, referred to in school books. 


8) A sub-aretic era with ice barely reaching 
northern England from the north-west. 


| feel strongly that the very difficult task of finding 
a scientific solution to these “cold facts” is far more 
urgent in our seminaries than the easy invention in 
arm-chairs of makeshift theories of interpretation 
and inspiration which permit the invalidation of the 
Biblical record. 


| wonder whether any seminary professor will 
care to publish objections to the following theorems. 


Theorem |. Gyrostatics shows that the Biblical 
description of the Garden of Eden is exactly what 
science shows must have been true at or just before 
the time that the ice reached London in Era 
above. 


Theorem Il. Gyvrostatics shows that the eight 
eras under “D”’ were short and having a decreasing 
intensity. In general they were of decreasing dura- 
tion each measurable in hundreds of years. 


Theorem II]. Archeology shows that the three 
main invasions of hunters, Lower, Middle and Up- 
per Paleolithic, as described in Era 3, Era 5 and 
Era 7 all came from the Near East. We conclude 
that they were, therefore, the children of Eve, who 
is said by the Bible to be the mother of all living. 


Theorem IV. Gyrostatics shows that the Flood 
of Noah, so very accurately described in the Bible, 
occurred at the close of Era 4. 


We challenge all the professors who deny the 
historicity of the Biblical accounts of Eden and the 
Flood, to find in all the world a single fossil human 
bone or stone artifact that is older than the London 
ce, the time of the Garden of Eden. 





“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board of | 
Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws | 
of the State of North Carolina) $ ne | 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 12 
Angling Against The Wind 


One of the best fish holes in the county is located 
not far from a tannery. The odors from a tannery 
are very unpleasant, indeed they are repugnant, even 
sickening, to those who are not used to them. Some 
of the finest, biggest bream are in that fish hole. 
Yet, when the breeze is blowing from the tannery 
toward the fish hole, the fisherman begins to ques- 
tion whether the “catch” is compensation for the 
tannery odors. “Let's quit and go home,” is a strong 
suggestion. Situations like this occur sometimes 
when fishing for souls, and in the “experience” of- 
fered below, which comes to ANGLERS from 
California, it was actually a case of odors. There 
are also other kinds of ‘“‘bad odors’’ encountered 
by a soul winner. It may be a repugnant personal- 
itv—one with habits and expressed views which are 
disgusting; a certain confident skepticism and de- 
fiant unbelief that simply curdles one’s sympathy, or 
threatens to do so. It is a real hurdle for the soul 
winner, and if he is going to win he simply has to 
patiently and determinedly mount it and go over. 
Look at the Master Fisherman at Jacob’s well. The 
woman who stood before Him with her waterpot 
and irrelevant comments was living in the lowest 
level of society. Her very presence must have been 
offensive to His spotless purity. But He patiently 
dealt with her, won her and sent her away with a 
Haming testimony which in turn won a whole vil- 
lage. Jesus did not hesitate to place His hands upon 
the lepers. The Californian’s “experience” does not 
make very pleasant reading, but there is a challenge 
in it which may help some of us “fishermen” to 
push through where the going is diffcult—on ac- 
count of “odors.” 


A leatherbound ‘““Vestament For Fishers of Men”’ 
is making its way out to the Pacific Coast to this 
fisherman with best wishes for many more fish on 
his string. 


Dear ANGLERS: 

At the close of the service in the Rescue Mission 
the invitation was given to accept Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. No one came up. So I went 
down the line to a huge man, about 6 feet 3 inches 
in height. He was very dirty (filthy!) and had a 
strong smell of liquor, along with a sour smell for 
he was in need of a bath. I talked to him earnestly 
about Christ, but he continued to say “No” each 
time I asked him to accept the Saviour. (All the 
time | was talking to him, | stood back from him 
because of the odor). At last in dead earnest I put 
my arm around him and said “Jesus Christ loves 
you and | do, too.” 


That did it. In a few moments he was on his big 
knees and Christ came intd his heart. 
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Even the odor seemed to fade away, because 
Christ sweetens every condition. Two weeks later 
the Mission Superintendent met my new convert 
on the street in San Pedro and did not recognize 
him—in a new suit of clothes. ““Where have you 
been:’’ he asked the big man. “Oh,” he answered, 
“haven't you heard? I am a Christian now; I 
found Christ two weeks ago at the Mission, and 


now I have a good job.” 


(Editor’s comment: When the Lord takes over, 
He cleans up, sweetens up, dresses up and puts His 
own happily at work—“A New Creature.’ ) 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JUNE 28 





Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 


experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 














REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Paul’s Joy In Christ 


Background Scripture: Philippians. De- 
votional Reading: Philippians 1:1-11. 


That your joy may be full, said Jesus to His disciples. He often warned them of persecutions and hard- 
ships: Marvel not if the world hate you; it hated Me before it hated you; Ye shall be hated of all men for 
My name’s sake; Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. He also spoke of Peace and Joy, those two abiding graces which would be theirs in spite of all the 
trials and sorrows through which they would pass. We see this fulfilled in the lives of the early disciples. 


They even rejoiced that they were counted worthy 
to suffer for His name’s sake. This has been the 
experience of all of God’s people down through the 
ages. Many have been great sufferers; some because 
of physical sickness and bereavement ; others because 
of the fiery trials which came upon them. Some had 
to face wild beasts, or the sword, or the burning 
stake. In spite of all these things—and we can al- 
most say—because of all these trials—they have 
often had a peace and joy which has astonished their 
persecutors. 


No man suffered more than Paul. He was told 
at the very beginning that this would be the case; 
| will show him how great things he must suffer 
for My name’s sake. He was in prison at Caesarea 
and in Rome. He gives us a long list of the many 
trials through which he passed. (See II Corinthians 
11:23-30). Four of his Epistles were written while 
in prison, and are called the “Prison Epistles’’; 
Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon. 
Philippians was written while he was in prison in 
Rome. 


The Church at Philippi (see Acts 16:12-40), 
which was started when Paul and Silas crossed over 
into Greece in response to the Macedonian cry, 
Come over into Macedonia and help us. The first 
convert in Europe was Lydia, then a poor slave 
girl, and later, the Philippian jailer. The two mis- 
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sionaries were imprisoned and severely treated until 
the miracle happened and they learned of his Roman 
citizenship. The letter to the Philippians is full of 
joy. Since there is such an abundance of material 
in our Background Scripture, | wish to confine my- 
self to three outstanding teachings in reference to 
this Joy: (1) Paul’s Joy under all circumstances, 
(2) His Joy in his Converts, and (3) His Joy in 
the Lord. 


I. Paul could rejoice 
under all Circumstances. 

He is in prison while writing this letter. Some 
were taking advantage of his imprisonment and 
were preaching Christ “even of envy and strife,” 
some were making a pretense of preaching; he was 
often in need; and yet there is a constant note of 
joy in the letter. He has learned in whatsoever state 
he is therewith to be content; he has learned how 
to be abased, and how to abound; he can do all 
things through Christ Who strengthens him. 


There are many different reactions to hardship, 
sickness, and suffering. The way we bear these af- 
fictions is a fine way to measure our growth in 
grace. We might liken these ways to a ladder which 
we climb as we advance in our Christian life. Mea- 
sured this way, the Apostle stands on one of the 
top rungs of the ladder. 
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Some people rebel at pain and suffering; they 
take the advice of Job’s wife, “curse God, and die.” 
[hey renounce God and in bitter unbelief and re- 
sentment live out their lives. 


Others do not give up all faith. They say in 
effect, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him,” 
but they often murmur and complain, if not against 
God, against their sad lot. This was the case with 
the Israelites in their journeys in the Wilderness. 
Whenever they had to endure some privation or 
hardship they murmured against Moses and wanted 
to go back to the fleshpots in Egypt. They had to 
be sorely chastened for their waywardness. Even 
Job complained a great deal and cursed the day 
of his birth. 


Still others ask questions. They wish to know 
Why ; why has all this come upon me? David often 
seemed to have this attitude, but he brought his 
questions, as did Job, to God, and did not cease to 
trust Him. He was disturbed and anxious. 


Then there are those who “keep silence.” They 
suffer, but do not complain, at least with their lips. 
They may have thoughts and feelings which make 
them very uneasy and unhappy, but their reverence 
for God keeps them from uttering words of com- 
plaint; they submit in silence. 


Many may agree with David when he said, It 
was good for me that I have been afflicted. They 
accept the chastening, however grevious it may be 
at the time, knowing that afterwards it yields fruit 
in their lives. They remember that Whom the Lord 
loveth, He chasteneth, and that as children they 
may expect to be corrected. 


The highest rung of the ladder is reached by 
Paul when he rejoices in, glories in these tribula- 
tions. (see chapters 11 and 12 of II Corinthians). 
In this letter also he is content, and joyful, even 
in the midst of all that he is suffering. His “bonds” 
were making others bolder witnesses for the Lord, 
and making saints in the household of Caesar. When 
our eye is single, when we have but one purpose, 
the glory of God and the furtherance of the Gospel, 
it makes it easier for us to rejoice in tribulation. 
If it is true of us, as it was of Paul, that, “For me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain,” then our trials 
and tribulations take a minor place. The only rea- 
son Paul wished to abide in the flesh was that he 
was still needed. To depart and be with his dear 
Master would have been better. 


Will I ever get to this high plane? I wonder. 


II. Paul Rejoiced in and with 
his Converts. 


“I thank God upon every remembrance of you.” 
What a constant source of joy this was. All through 
\sia Minor and the provinces of Greece there were 
those who had been converted under his preaching; 
they were his joy and crown. We can always stand 
iardships better if we know we have friends who 
ove us and who sympathize with us and are praying 
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for us. Loneliness is a foe to happiness. Later on 
when the apostle had to say, All men have forsaken 
me, there was a tinge of sadness in his words. He 
hastens to add that the Lord stood with him. There 
is One Friend Who never deserts us. But while 
Paul was in Rome during his first imprisonment he 
felt the joy that comes from fellowship with other 
Christians. 


They showed this by their ministry to his physi- 
cal necessities, sending gifts to him in prison. How 
much this means! Often I hear people say, when 
they have had some sickness or sorrow in their home, 
The neighbors were so good to us. Paul felt this 
way about his converts who sent once and again 
to his need. 


He rejoiced, too, in the many evidences of fruit- 
fulness in those who had been brought to Christ 
through his preaching. There is nothing which re- 
joices a true pastor’s heart like seeing his people 
make progress in their Christian character, growing 
in every grace. This was true of the Philippian 
Church in many ways. 


There were some things which needed correction, 
and he tells them plainly and lovingly about their 
faults. Let nothing be done through strife or vain 
glory; Do all without murmurings and disputings; 
Let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus. 
He knew that the more Christ-centered their lives, 
the happier they would be, and he urges upon them 
the same kind and degree of consecration which 
marked his own life. He kept one thing in mind; 
he was pressing on toward the goal, looking for- 
ward to the crown, and he wanted them to do like- 
wise. 


III. Paul Rejoiced in the Lord. 


“Rejoice in the Lord”; “Rejoice in the Lord al- 
way; and again | say, rejoice.” These well-known 
words of Paul ring out as a challenge to us. 


We might take as a sort of motto for his life the 
words in 1:21, For me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain. Life for Paul was wrapped up in Christ. 
It was life through Christ, for Christ had died that 
he, Paul, might live; He loved me and gave Him- 
self for me. It was also life in Christ, for Christ 
lived in him; his life was hid with Christ in God. 
It was life for Christ; He died for all that they who 
live should not live unto themselves but unto the 
One Who died for them. It was life with Christ; 
for everywhere Paul went, the Lord went with 
him as his constant Companion. Such being the case, 
Paul Rejoiced in the Lord, not in some transient, 
vanishing, earthly object. He set his affection on 
things above, not on things on the earth. If our 
joy depends upon Home, Loved ones, Friends, Busi- 
ness success, or Social enjoyments, then when these 
are gone, our joy is gone. We need something sta- 
tionary, something which cannot be shaken, or re- 
moved, and we find this anchor of the soul in the 
Lord; therefore, rejoice in the Lord. 
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This was the reason he could say, “alway.” With 
most of us there are sad days, gloomy days, times 
when we are depressed and discouraged. | suppose 
that even Paul was not entirely immune from such 
times of depression, but as a whole he could say, 
“alway.” Most men, even heroes like Martin Luth- 
er, have their dark days. Let us remember this word, 
“alway.” 


Again, | say, Rejoice. It is such an important 
thing that he repeats it. Christians should be Happy; 
both for their own sake, and for the sake of their 
witness here in the world, and their influence upon 
other Christians. The Happy Christian is the Mag- 
netic Christian. Nothing attracts like joy. We are 
not drawn to those who are of a sad countenance all 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 28 


I Dont Like To 


WorsHip ProGRaM 
Hymn: “All The Way My Saviour Leads Me” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “Il Am Thine, O Lord” 
Announcements 
Offering 
Scripture: Psalm 40 
Prayer 
Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

Everybody seems to be in a hurry today. There 
is never more than a split second between the chang- 
ing of a trafic light and the sound of a horn be- 
hind you. When you stand in line in a cafeteria the 
fellow behind is usually pushing, and if not, would 
like to, It’s hurry here and hurry there, though just 
for what nobody seems to know. One thing is pretty 
certain though, and that is that most everyone of us 
could truthfully say, “I don’t like to wait.’ We need 
to be reminded that our impatience is a mark of 
spiritual immaturity and lack of faith. Let’s see 
what the Bible has to say about this matter of 
waiting. 


First Speake 

David says, “I waited patiently for the Lord.” 
He set an example and then he counsels us to fol- 
low it as he says: “Wait on the Lord .. . wait, | 
say, on the Lord.”” He had learned what it meant 
to wait, and had found that it paid wonderful divi- 
dends. David had been anointed of the Lord through 
Samuel to be king over Israel while he was still a 
shepherd lad and while Saul was still on the throne. 
He knew his destiny under God, and must have 
longed for the day when God's promise would be 
fulfilled and he would sit upon the throne which 
was his by divine appointment. But David had a 
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the time. Sometimes, it is true, that our hearts are 
drawn to people because of their sad condition, or 
their great need. A mother’s heart goes out to a sut- 
fering child. But a happy child wins everybody. A 
woman who was not a Christian, and whose life was 
full of sadness, had a servant girl whose radiant 
face and happy life was a constant rebuke, and a 
source of envy. She asked the girl one day, What 
is the secret of your happiness? In a simple way the 
servant gave her testimony to the Lord, the source 
of her joy. The woman was won to the Saviour and 
to a life of joy. 


May we show the world the joy we have in 
Christ! 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





W ait 


long time to wait, and many were the trials and 
testings ahead of him before his hopes were to be 
realized and his dreams come true. There is no 
evidence that David fretted under his trials or that 
he resented the time of waiting. He had committed 
his life into the hands of God and was content to 
wait for God's appointed hour. Though Saul 
threatened David's life again and again, and though 
David, more than once, could have, in all justice 
and fairness, taken Saul’s life in order to save his 
own, he would not lift his hand against God's 
anointed, but preferred to leave the matter in God’s 
hands. He chose to wait on God, and let God deal 
with Saul in His own way. David would not lift 
a finger to take the throne. He waited for God to 
give it! Just think how much of patience and faith 
must have been involved. The throne was David's. 
God had promised it to him and anointed him for 
it. Saul had forfeited any right to retain it, and 
David deserved it. Yet David waited patiently for 
years until God’s plan for his life was carried out. 
David can afford to say to us, “Wait on the Lord.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Not many of us have David’s brand of patience. 
We want what we want when we want it, and if 
we don’t get it right then we decide we don’t want 
it at all. We can’t wait to grow up. School takes 
too long. We think we are entitled to a promotion 
the day after we take a job, and surely we should 
be on the top rung at an early date. Wouldn't it 
be wonderful if we could learn to truly wait on 
the Lord, and allow Him to work out the plan 
for our lives? God is never in a hurry, and when 
we rush ahead we fail to fit into His plan for us 
Let’s look again into the Word of God to see just 
how He has dealt with others in this regard. 
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Second Speaker 


A classic example of God’s patience and unhur- 
ried preparation of those whom He has chosen to 
serve and honor him is found in the life of Moses. 
\loses was certainly God’s choice to lead the chil- 
dren of Israel out of bondage in Egypt and into the 
land of promise. It was a tremendous assignment. 
They had been in Egypt a long time, and were 
deeply enmeshed in the ways of the Egyptians. And, 
too, the Egyptians desired to keep them as servants, 
so it was needful that God’s people be prepared for 
departure and that the Egyptians be persuaded to 
let them go. For this task God selected Moses. 
After a period of forty years of preparation in the 
household of Pharoah God apparently revealed to 
Moses what was before him. Moses, in his enthusi- 
asm, decided to begin the job at once. But that’s 
where he made a big mistake. God wasn’t through 
training Moses. He knew what wondrous patience 
and understanding would be required in dealing 
with the children of Israel in their trek across 
the wilderness. No impetuousness would do in 
that job! So for another forty vears God sent 
Moses to school in the wilderness. He was no longer 
in a position as a prince in the house of Pharoah, but 
was a shepherd out in the fields and forests. God 
knew that the experience of Moses with the stupid 
(and sheep are stupid) and helpless sheep would be 
good training for his service as a shepherd over the 
flock of God. So there in the wilderness, in marvel- 
ous and numberless ways, God trained Moses in the 
school of patience, where he learned to endure ‘‘as 
seeing Him who is invisible,” and where all im- 
petuousness (or almost all, for Moses late in life 
presumed again to do in haste what he repented of 
in leisure) and self-sufficiency were removed. Surely 
in these years he learned to wait on the Lord, and 
the song they sing in heaven is the song of Moses 
and the Lamb. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

It seems hard for us, just looking at things from 
a human point of view, when we see how God dealt 
with His servants in order to prepare them for 
what He had in mind for them to do. But when 
we look again and see what God wrought through 
them we are made to realize that God’s way is best, 
ind that there is no “short cut” to the place of 
tavor and usefulness under God. It is a lesson we 
need to learn if we are going to be used of the Lord, 
so let us look again into God’s Word, this time in 
the New Testament. 


Vhird Speaker 

Before our Saviour ascended to the Father He 
commanded His disciples to “wait for the promise 
of the Father” that they might receive power from 
on high through the Holy Spirit. We cannot realize 
vhat this word “wait” must have meant to them 
nless we carefully look into the situation, They 
ad passed through the valley of despair when they 
eheld the Lord of glory die on Calvary. Their 
reams were shattered and their hopes destroyed. 
“hen, after three days of deepest night, the light 
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broke forth upon their souls when by His resurrec- 
tion from the dead our Lord “brought life and im- 
mortality to light.” He had met with them in Gali- 
lee, as He had said, and had unfolded before their 
hearts and minds His glorious plan in which they 
were to play a vital part. He had charged them 
with the responsibility of telling a lost and dying 
world of the salvation afforded through His precious 
blood, and of the gift of life so freely offered to all 
who would believe. He had promised to go with 
them in the person of His Holy Spirit, and to em- 
power them in the work to which they had been 
called and for which they had been so carefully 
prepared. They were ready to go!—but He said, 
“Wait.” And be it said to their credit—they waited! 
And God poured out His Spirit upon them, and 
they went forth to their task in the strength and 
power of the living God! No wonder they turned 
the world up-side-down for Jesus Christ! “Wait on 
the Lord: . . . wait, I say, on the Lord.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


God has a plan for every life. It may be that 
he wants us in business, in some profession, or per 
haps in the ministry or on the mission field. But 
whatever is in His plan for us, if we are to be 
used of the Lord as a testimony unto others, if we 
are to glorify Him and enjoy Him forever, it is 
needful that we learn now to wait on the Lord. All 
of us need to be included in Paul’s prayer for the 
Christians at Thessalonica: ““The Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God, and the patient wait- 
ing for Christ.” 
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Women’s Work 


It's An Idea 








(A Presbyterial President speaks to her locals) 


“| hope that none of your groups will let ‘old 
summer slump’ get the best of you but that you will 
keep up your regular programs and meetings. Some- 
times it helps to change the place and time of meet- 
ings in the summer. Try an early morning ‘coffee 
meeting’ or a meeting in the evening on someone’s 
cool lawn but let us be diligent in the service of 
the Master.” 

—(Mrs W. L.) Nettie Hester 


The Message Of A Presbyterial 
President As She Retired From Office 





Today I have been thinking about the things | 
have learned about you, the Women of Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery. First, I learned of your generos- 
ity. Never have I seen such generosity. These three 
years have been years fraught with money-raising, 
money-raising over and above our general and local 
benevolent giving. The Presbyterian Church of the 
Synod of North Carolina built a great house of 
rock and stone at Montreat and it became our duty 
and pleasure to furnish that house and make it a 
home. And we did, beautifully. The William Black 
Home is a home we can be proud of. As would 
happen if you and I had budgeted an amount to 
furnish our new home, the furnishings cost just 
half as much again as first anticipated, and we paid 
the second quota the second year. Then the Synodi- 
cal voted to raise $50,000 to endow a Chair of 
Bible at Presbyterian Junior College and we in one 
year, last year, gave our full quota, $11,000. 


I have learned of your deep spirituality as ex- 
pressed in your meetings. I have never come from 
a meeting without a sense of real worship, and | 
have felt very humble and also very proud to be a 
member of such a group. I have seen the influence 
of that spirituality spill over into the community 
and make it a better place in which to live and rear 
our children. Through a program of missions that 
influence has spread to other communities and to 
world communities and to needy people throughout 
the world. 


The thing that has made the most lasting impres- 
sion is the innate goodness and kindness of the in- 
dividual woman. Never will I lose faith in people, 
in women. You would not think there could be 
11,307 women altogether lovely, and lovable. It 
would seem a miracle that one could work full time 
for three years with 11,307 women and have every 
experience a happy one. My prayer for each of you 
is that God will fill your hearts to overflowing with 
His love, that His mercy will temper all your judg- 
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ments, and that His kindness will season every word 
that you speak and every deed that you do. 


Mrs. Hunter, when I received this gavel thre 
years ago I did it reverently, knowing it had beer 
wielded by praying hands, hands made beautiful and 
strong in the work of their Lord. It gives me mucl 
satisfaction and happiness to place it in your hands 
praying hands, hands also made beautiful and strong 
in the work of their Lord. My prayer for you is that 
God will keep you and bless you and give you great 
joy in all that is ahead of you. 


—Mrs. R. A. Willis, Jr. 





Glimpses Of Women’s Work In 
The Congo (At Luluabourg ) 


It is December 23, 1952, and the hour is 2:00 
p. m. The Church in the large city of Luluabourg is 
partially filled with women from the Centre of Kam- 
ilabi come early to the Christmas service. By 3:00 
the Church is more than filled, and by the time we 
begin the service benches have been placed length- 
wise in the center aisle, and many women are sitting 
on the grass outside the Church unable to get inside 
Because our Church is built with half walls and 
arched to the rafters those outside can hear the serv- 
ice quite well. By the time the second hymn has 
been sung those of us who are on the program and 
in the choir are sitting on the floor of the pulpit plat- 
form so that other worshippers lately arrived may 
have our places on benches beside the pulpit. The 
Church holds about 600 people, but that day there 
were close to 750 women gathered to rededicate 
themselves to the new-born King. Some of therm 
walked several miles to attend this monthly meetin, 


The officers and circle leaders were so thrilled 
over the response to this special service, and it was 
all the result of their own visiting. This time the 
missionaries left it entirely to them. Invitations to 
the service had been mimeographed on the backs of 
old Christmas cards and one had been carried per- 
sonally by the leaders to every woman who had ever 
been enrolled in any of the five groups represented 
by this attendance. 


Heretofore, the missionaries have been planning 
the program for these monthly meetings, but for the 
January service the leaders have assumed complet< 
responsibility. 


I am sitting, as I write, on a palm tree log in the 
chapel at Kamilabi with my typewriter on my knees 
as I wait for the women to gather for their weekly 
meeting. This is a large chapel which the people 
have built themselves with sundried brick made by 
the young people from clay they have dug from « 
huge hole nearby and water which the women have 
carried in buckets and pans and earthen-ware jars 01 
their heads from a spring far down in the valley be 
low their town. The Mission helped them put uj 
the stick frame-work and secure the hundreds of! 
bundles of long grass required for the roofing. The 
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women here make up one of the classes in reading 
by the Laubach method, and one day when I came for 
school I found them busily engaged in pouring red 
clay from pans and baskets onto the earthen floor 
and pounding it down hard with the butt ends of 
palm fronds until it makes dried broken ground and 
smoothed the floor foot by foot, stooping over to do 
this work. Their weekly offering is to be used to 
hire a carpenter to make a lovely mahogany pulpit 
for their Church. They can truly say, “This is owr 
Church.” 


A group of women are sitting on benches in a 
sundried chapel constructed largely with money 
from their weekly offerings :1 the Centre of Kele 
Kele looking expectantly at the missionary before 
them and beyond her to Laubach charts on the wall. 
The missionary takes up two square cards with letters 
printed on them and holds up one for them to read, 
just three letters, MUA, and they read the syllable, 
then the other, and they read NA. Then the mis- 
sionary puts the two cards together and they read 
MUA-NA, child, and their faces break into beaming 
smiles because they themselves have read a word in 
their own tongue. Then they print it in their note- 
books. It is almost pathetic to see the eagerness with 
which these grown women, some of them grand- 
mothers, seek to master the art of reading. They 
wete not sent to school as little girls, or, if they were, 
they had advanced scarcely further than the second 
gtade when they were sent by their fathers into mar- 
riage. Now a new world is opening up to them and 
they are crossing its threshold expectantly although a 
bit hesitantly for all are not quite sure yet what their 
husbands and male relatives will think of educated 
wives and sisters and mothers. Woman is an in- 
ferior creature in Congo society and her too rapid 
advance into the arts of civilization is frowned upon 
in some circles. Their cry for a reading class is based 
on the desire to read the Scriptures for themselves 
and to serve their Church as leaders in the Women 
of the Church. 





Vorth Carolina Synodical 


Training School 


More than two hundred women of the Presby- 
terian Synod of North Carolina are scheduled to 
attend the eighth annual Synodical Training School 
to be held at Peace College, Raleigh, June 8-13, 
according to announcement from the director, Mrs. 
W. D. Pearce, of Raleigh. Advance registrations 
now being made with Mrs. C. Reid Ross, Fayette- 
ville, are running ahead of the comparable period 
of last year, indicating a capacity enrollment for 
the coming session. 


Initiated in 1946 under the leadership of Mrs. 
George U. Baucom, Raleigh, the Training School 
las grown in content and has enjoyed an increasing 
ittendance on the part of leaders of women of the 
Presbyterian Church in the state. 
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The program for this year’s school will include 
accredited leadership training classes, conferences 
dealing with specific activities and programs and 
evening sessions presenting inspirational addresses. 


Mrs. Rufus D. Wilson, Synodical President, 
Burlington, will officially open the school at 7:30 
p.m., June 8, delegates having registered during the 
afternoon. Faculty, staff, and Presbyterial Presidents 
will be presented and the delegations from the nine 
Presbyteries recognized. Highlighting this session 
will be an address by Dr. James R. Sydnor, Rich- 
mond, Virginia, Professor of Church Music, As- 
sembly’s Training School, Richmond, Virginia, 
nationally known in the field of church music. 


The general program will get underway on Tues- 
day, June 9, beginning with morning devotions, to 
be observed individually, using a series of messages 
prepared for the school by Miss Lucy Steele, Profes- 
sor of Bible at Peace College. 


Study classes with the respective teachers will 
meet each day as follows: “Organization and 
Work,” Mrs. John P. Walker, Murfreesboro, 
‘Tennessee, member of the General Council, Presby- 
terian Church, U. S.; “Christian Citizenship,” Miss 
Annie Tait Jenkins, Director of Field Program, 
Board of Women’s Work, Atlanta; “Church Ex- 
tension,” Dr. Charles H. Gibboney, Secretary of 
Promotion, Board of Church Extension, Atlanta; 
“How to Study the Bible,” Dr. Price H. Gwynn, 
Jr., Dean of Flora Macdonald College, Red 
Springs; “Church Music,” Dr. James R. Sydnor, 
Richmond; and “Christian Witnessing,’ Dr. Her- 
bert V. Carson, Chairman of the Division of Re- 
ligion and Philosophy, Queens College, Charlotte. 
The last course will be given at 11:30 each day 
during the Platform Hour when visitors will be 
welcomed. 


Visitors are also invited to the evening programs 
which will include addresses bearing*on the general 
theme of the school “A Faith for These Days,” as 
follows: Mrs. John P. Walker; the Reverend 
Campbell Ferenbach, Edinburgh, Scotland, on ex- 
change with Highland Presbyterian Church, Fay- 
etteville, and Dr. James Sprunt, Raleigh, member 
of the Board of Women’s Work. On Thursday 
evening the program will consist of a panel discus- 
sion on Christian education with Dr. Gwynn, Dr. 
Carson and Dr. Frontis W. Johnston, Chairman 
of the Department of History, Davidson College. 


Among social features planned for the week are 
a “Get-Acquainted Hour” on the first evening, a 
tour of Raleigh churches on one afternoon of the 
school and an informal reception honoring Dr. and 


Mrs. Ferenbach. 


A book store under the direction of Mrs. R. Don 
Carson, Raleigh, and afternoon conferences led by 
Synodical officers will round out the training fea- 
tures of the school. 


The program for the school was arranged by a 
committee consisting of Mrs. Pearce, Mrs. C. Reid 
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Ross, Fayetteville; Mrs. Julian Hutaff, Fayette- 
ville; Mrs. H. C. McLauchlin, Raeford; Mrs. Dan 
King, Sanford; Mrs. John White Moore, Moores- 
ville; Mrs. David G. Worth, Mrs. Don S. Kimrey, 
and Mrs. R. Don Carson, Raleigh. 





NATIONAL RADIO PULPIT 
COAST TO COAST NBC NETWORK 
1953 SUMMER SERIES 
Every Sunday During 
June And July 
10:00-10:30 A.M. (EST) 
9:00 - 9:30 A.M. (CST) 
Dr. John A. Redhead 
Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, N. C. 
Sunday, June 21st, 1953 
“The Mind Of God” 
Write For Copies 
Of Messages . 
Division Of Radio And Television, Atlanta, Ga. 














Church News 


Recognition Service For 


Dr. R. L. Landis 





The regional directors of Christian education in 
the annual meeting of their Central Department 
of Field Service at the Everglades Hotel, Miami, 
Florida, held a special recognition service for Dr. 
R. L. Landis, Saturday morning, May 23, 1953. 


Rev. W. Ted Jones of Columbia, South Caro- 
lina, chairman of the regional directors presided. 
Dr. W. B. Sullivan of Richmond, Virginia present- 
ed “Judge” (as he is known by his colleagues) with 
a letter from the Presbyterian Book Store, Rich- 
mond, Virginia, indicating that the regional direc- 
tors had sent a generous check to be credited to his 
account for books of his choice. Rev. Jack B. Me- 
Michael of Dallas, Texas expressed words of com- 
mendation and endearment from the department, 
reviewing some of the major achievements the Synod 
of Mississippi had enjoyed under Dr. Landis’ lead- 
ership. Dr. Marshall C. Dendy of Richmond, Vir- 
vinia, Executive Secretary of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, voiced appreciation of the Board for 
Dr. Landis’ long and fruitful years of service. Rev. 
W. Norman Cook of Richmond, Virginia, Director 
of the Central Department of Field Service, closed 
the service with an appropriate prayer of thanks- 
giving and intercession, 


In September Dr. Landis will retire after serving 
as Regional Director for the Synod of Mississippi 
for thirty-three years. 


In 1951 the men of the Synod gave Dr. Landis 
a trip to Europe and the Holy Land as a token of 
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their appreciation for what he had meant to the 
Presbyterian Men of Mississippi through the years. 


A few years ago Southwestern in Memphis, Ten- 
nessee recognized Dr. Landis’ excellent leadership 
in the field of religious education by conferring a 
R.Ed.D. degree on him. 


In 1942 the Board of Christian Education pre- 
sented him with a thirty year recognition pin, 


He was the fourth man to receive an honorary 
life membership in women’s work. 


Dr. Landis spent nineteen additional years in 
secular education, eight of which were in Mississip 
pi. In 1915 he founded Copiah-Lincoln Junior Col- 
lege in Wesson, Mississippi. 


Dr. Landis is the father of three daughters and 
one son, 


After retirement Dr. and Mrs. Landis will con- 
tinue to make their home in Jackson, Mississippi 
where he plans to spend a great deal of his time 
with the Mississippi State Council on Alcohol Edu 
cation, 


Lexington Presbytery 


The 341st Stated Meeting at Steele’s Tavern, Va., 
April 21-22, 1953, with 42 ministers and 54 elders 
present: 


Elected Elder L. O. Barksdale, Moderator; Rev. 
J. A. Allison, Jr., Temporary Clerk; Rev. F. L. 
Goodman, Publicity Clerk; and Rev. J. L. Mays, 


Moderator in Nomination. 


Introduced Rev. Charles L. Mitchell, Old Provi- 
dence A. R. P. Church; Dr. LeRoy Lawther, Cleve- 


land Presbytery, U. S. A. 


Granted permission to labor without the bounds 
of the Presbytery to Rev. Dunbar H. Ogden, Jr. 


Selected Franklin Presbyterian Church as place 
of next meeting, July 21, 1953 as date for the next 
meeting. 


Heard sermon by Rev. T. D. Mullis, retiring 
\oderator; two addresses by Dr. Donald G. Mil 
ler of Union Seminary, Richmond; an address by 
Dr. Frank W. Price on China; an address by Dr. 
William McElwee Miller on Iran; Dr. W. E. 
Hudson on Massanetta; Rev. W. H. Ramkey on 
Vacation Bible School Institute; Miss Lillian Pen- 
nell on Vocational Guidance follow up of Counsel- 
ees; Dr. T. H. Grafton on the Revised Standard 
tor Sunday Schools of Lexington Presbytery; Me- 
morial to Dr. G. Hunter Norwood by Rev. H. G 
Allen; report on Home for Aged by Rev. A. G. 
Edwards. 


Received as candidate, Daniel Davidson Dicken 


son, Jr., of Washington and Lee and Lexington 
Presbyterian Church, 
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Dismissed Candidate Jesse M. Bratton to Roa- 
noke Presby tery. 


COMMITTEE ON WORLD MISSIONS 

1. That Presbytery adopt as one of its major 
goals the recapturing of a man’s place in the in- 
fluence and leadership in the Missionary enterprise 
of our church. Missions is the Church’s biggest task, 
requiring strategy and statesmanship usually recog- 
nized as masculine endowments; yet in many con- 
yregations the men have lost their initiative in this 
field and are less informed than their wives and 
daughters on the world implications of the Chris- 
tian movement. To remedy this embarrassing situa- 
tion, there could be the promotion among men of 
the study, at least, of those textbooks that are recom- 
mended by the Board each year during the season of 
missionary emphasis. 


2. That our pastors and churches be urged to 
keep before their members the great need for ma- 
terial and spiritual help in the war-torn areas of 
the world. 





Fellowship Awards At Union 
Theological Seminary 


At the I4lst Commencement exercises of Union 
Theological Seminary in Virginia, May 19, 1953, 
five men were awarded the degree of Doctor of 
Theology and nine men received the degree of Mas- 
ter of Theology. Forty men received the Bachelor 
of Divinity degree and two received diplomas. Six 
men completed the special course of study during 
the past three years. Upon graduation these new 
ministers will serve pastorates in ten states from 
Maryland to Texas, two will enter the Chaplain’s 
Corps of the Air Force and Navy, and two members 
of the class will go as Presbyterian missionaries to 
the Belgian Congo. 


Awards of Fellowships for graduate study to the 
tollowing Cum Laude graduates were announced by 
President Ben R. Lacy, Jr.: Curtis Pollok Harper, 
Jr. of Lynchburg, Va., the Walter W. Moore Fel- 
low; Richard Lyon Morgan of Philadelphia, Penna., 
the Salem Church Fellow; Collier Smith Harvey, 
Jr. of Lynchburg, Va., the Moses D. Hoge Fellow; 
William Wooten Peters of Raleigh, N. C., the 
John Allan MacLean, Jr. Fellow; Charles Cason 
lurner of Winnsboro, S. C., the Charles D. Larus 
ind Nellie Payne Drum Fellow. 





Vontgomery Presbytery 


At a called meeting of Montgomery Presbytery 
ield in the First Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, 
Virginia, on Tuesday, June 2, 1953, Rev. R. Y. 
Russell of the High Bridge Church was dismissed to 
Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery that he may _ be- 
ome the pastor of the Millersburg Church. 


E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk. 


JUNE 17,1953 


World Missions Receipts 


April 1, 1952, to June 1, 1952 $170,006.82 
April 1, 1953, to June 1, 1953 203,670.48 
Gain $ 33,663.66 


Very truly yours, 
Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 


D. D. Rhodes Going 


To Southwestern 





Dr. Daniel Durham Rhodes, formerly Professor 
of Bible and Philosophy and Dean of Students at 
David and Elkins College, Elkins, West Virginia, 
has been appointed associate professor of Bible and 
Philosophy at Southwestern for the 1953-54 school 
year, President Peyton N. Rhodes has announced. 


Dr. Rhodes will fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Dr. Norman B. Gibbs, who has ac- 
cepted the pastorate of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson, Tennessee. Dr. Gibbs rejoined 
the Southwestern faculty in September 1951, after 
an absence of three years while he completed work 
on his Doctorate of Philosophy at Duke Universtiy. 


A native of Rocky Point, North Carolina, Dr. 
Rhodes (who is not related to President Rhodes) 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree from David- 
son College in 1938, his Bachelor of Divinity degree 
from Louisville Presbyterian Seminary in 1944, and 
his Doctor of Philosophy degree from Duke Uni- 
versity in 1947, 


While at Duke, Dr. Rhodes held the Kearns 
Fellowship, the largest in the field of graduate re- 
ligion. He held various pastorates in North Caro- 
lina before going to Davis and Elkins in 1947. He 
is married and is the father of three children. 


Dr. Rhodes will arrive on the Southwestern 
Campus late this summer to assume his duties with 
the opening of the fall term. 





Preamble To The Report 
Of The Commission Of The 
Synod Of North Carolina 
On The Chapel Hill Case 


(This Preamble is not a part of the Report of 
the Commission, but an introductory statement 
which the Chairman made under his own signature 
as representative of the majority opinion of the 
Commission, It was delivered before the Synod, 
meeting in adjourned session, First Presbyterian 
Church, Raleigh, North Carolina, June 2, 1953.) 


Your Commission met for two whole days, some 
2+ hours, in a spirit of great concern and a genuine 
sense of spiritual burden because of the heavy re- 
sponsibility that had been committed to our care. 
We sought for the mind of Christ in all of our 
deliberations, 
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We studied diligently the section in the Book of 
Church Order on Complaints, with the references 
there given to other paragraphs, and all other por- 
tions of the Book of Church Order suggested by the 
parties to the case, or which seemed to have any 
bearing on the matter in hand. 


We covered with care the written records of the 
case submitted by both parties and gave unlimited 
time to the complaints and the respondents for oral 
presentation of their respective positions, 


We endeavored at all times to proceed in the re- 
demptive spirit so vigorously enjoined by the Book 
of Church Order, At no time did we find occasion 
to impugn the integrity and sincerity of the parties 
who appeared before us. 


In the course of the hearing conducted by your 
Commission, we discovered admitted irregularities 
in the conduct of the Chapel Hill Presbyterian 
Church, Serious questions were raised regarding the 
doctrinal beliefs of its pastor. 


We found that, from every practical viewpoint, 
although technically denied, discipline had been ad- 
ministered by the Commission of Orange Presby- 
tery without following the provisions of the Book 
of Discipline. 


The use of “‘confidential” evidence, where the 
reputation and professional standing of a minister is 
at stake, did not seem to your Commission to be in 
keeping with the spirit of our Constitution. 


We found no implication in paragraph 76 of the 
Book of Church Order, on which the Commission 
of Orange Presbytery based its action, that a minis- 
ter who rejects the request of a Commission to re- 
sign his pastorate, because ‘the interests of religion 
imperatively demand it,” is thereby denied the right 
of due process and a trial under the law of our 
church. 

—Price H. Gwynn, Jr., Chairman. 





Official Report Of The Commission 
Of The Synod Of North Carolina 
On The Chapel Hill Church Case 


(Made to the Synod, meeting in adjourned ses- 
sion, First Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, North 
Carolina, June 2, 1953, and admitted to record. ) 


In accordance with paragraph 294 of the Book 
of Church Order,* the Judicial Commission of the 
Synod of North Carolina answers the complaint of 
the Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church against the 
Presbytery of Orange by sending the matter back 
to the Presbytery of Orange with the following 
‘instructions for a new hearing”: 


1. That the new hearing be held immediately and 
in accordance with paragraph 189 of the Book 
of Church Order.** 


2. That the dissolution of the pastoral relation 
ship of Reverend Charles M. Jones and the 
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Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church be continued 
until the issue of the hearing is settled. 


3. That the present direct oversight of the Chapel! 


Hill Presbyterian Church by the Presbytery ot 
Orange be continued until this hearing is con 
cluded, or as long as the Presbytery may deen 
necessary short of that time. 


4. That the Reverend Charles M. Jones and the 


Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church be given the 
opportunity by the Presbytery of Orange of due 
process and trial as soon as possible, if so desired 
by either party, in accordance with paragraph 
189 of the Book of Church Order.** 


Price H. Gwynn, Jr., Chairman. 


S. H. Fulton, Clerk. 


* * * * * 


* Paragraph 294—Book of Church Order. “The 
higher court has power, in its discretion to annul 
the whole, or any part, of the action of a lower court 
against which complaint has been made, or to send 
the matter back to the lower court with instruc 
tions for a new hearing.” 


** Paragraph 189—Book of Church Order. “lt 
is the duty of all Sessions and Presbyteries to exer 
cise care over those subject to their authority; and 
they shall, with due diligence and great discretion, 
demand from such persons satisfactory explanations 
concerning reports affecting their Christian faith 
or conduct. This duty is more imperative when 
those who deem themselves aggrieved by injurious 
reports shall ask an investigation. If such investiga 
tion, however originating, shall result in raising a 
strong presumption of the guilt of the party in 
volved, the court shall institute process, and shall 
appoint a prosecutor to prepare the indictment and 
conduct the case. This prosecutor shall be a member 
of the court, except that, in a case before the Ses 
sion, he may be any communing member of the 
same congregation with the accused.” 





Two Million In Sight 


Leaders of the $2 million Negro Work Cam 
paign announced June Ist that subscriptions have 
passed the one million six hundred thousand mark 
and that the goal is in sight. The announcement 
stated that 1824 churches have reported results, 
that many more plan to accept their goals but have 
postponed action, and that others have done nothing 
and may still act favorably. On the basis of these 
last two categories and in the hope of counting on 
them for favorable reports, the campaign leaders 
expressed confidence of reaching the Assembly goal 
of two million. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 








THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNA™ 








co 


vo 
lu: 


pe 
sul 


of 
the 
to 
eve 


Tec 
thi 
are 
COI 











BOOKS 
“Gray And Adam's 


Bible Commentary 


By James Comper Grey and George M. Adams, 
Zondervan Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Price $4.95 per volume. (This is a five 
volume set). 


One of the requests that we receive periodically 
is “Can you recommend a good commentary that is 
adaptable to laymen?” There are several such Bible 
commentaries but certainly one of the best is the 
“Grey and Adam’s Unabridged Bible Commentary” 
recently republished by the Zondervan Publishing 
Company. It is a type of work that will be of great 
benefit in the preparation of Sunday School lessons. 
Ministers who have not had training in Hebrew or 
Greek will find it most satisfactory. This commen- 
tary is characterized by a beautiful simplicity and 
it is scholarly without being critical. 


In addition to a verse by verse comment, these 
volumes contain thousands of usable and helpful il- 
lustrations, 


There is an introduction to each book of the 
Bible setting forth the authorship, contents, and de- 
sign. This is followed by a helpful synopsis which 
affords an outline to each book. 


The authors present the conservative point of 
view regarding critical questions. For example, the 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch is accepted. 
On this subject the authors write, “It is referred to 
by our Lord in language which is more easily un- 
derstood as asserting the Mosaic authorship (Mark 
12:26; Luke 20:37). The internal evidence points 
to Moses as the writer of the Pentateuch. The au- 
thor of the Pentateuch and the Giver of the Leviti- 
cal Law had an intimate acquaintance with Egypt, 
its literature, its laws, and its religion. The history 
and the law of the Israelites both bear marks and 
tokens of their long passage through the wilderness 
and long residence in it. The language and the legis- 
lation of the Pentateuch has Canaan only in pros- 
pect. The language of the Pentateuch is such as to 
suit the age and character of Moses.” 


The chronology of the books of the Bible is that 
of Ussher. The authors make it clear, however, that 
these dates are in some cases only an approximation 
to the truth. They state that with regard to many 
events the time chronology is still unsettled. 


Commentaries, like human beings, are not per- 
tect. They have their limitations. This is true of 
this particular work. There are certain sections that 
are too sketchy but taken by and large, this is a 
constructive work. It can facilitate the teaching of 
the Scriptures in a remarkable way. But the value 
if this set is not confined to the comments of the 
uthors because such great Bible teachers and 
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preachers as Augustine, Baxter, Calvin, Henry, 
Luther, Spurgeon, and Maclaren are quoted pro- 
fusely and their insights on particular passages are 
of solid benefit. In this day of renewed interest in 
expository preaching, this set should prove popular. 


—John R. Richardson 


“W hyte’s Bible Characters” 


By Alexander Whyte. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, Two Volumes, 
$12.50. 

Alexander Whyte who was for over forty years 
pastor of free St. George’s Presbyterian Church in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, was a man endowed by his 
Maker with many gifts. One of the most conspicious 
of these gifts was his remarkable ability to portray 
character. In this particular field Whyte was with- 
out a peer. He understood the workings of the hu- 
man heart. He possessed a brilliant imagination and 
he was able to express what he felt and saw in a 
magnificent style. Few preachers have ever equalled 
him in the ability to reach the heart and conscience. 
The first volume contains sixty-nine character studies 
which were originally published in three volumes. 
These three volumes are here set forth in complete 
and unabridged form. A number of years ago this 
reviewer first read this entire series and many para- 
graphs were marked and underscored. 


Here is a sample of Whyte’s great and penetrating 
character studies. In his discussion of Adam, he 
acknowledges the contributions of scientists and then 
points out how much is lacking in all their writings 
and then we come to this magnificent statement, “At 
the same time, at their best, those ministers and in- 
terpreters of nature do not satisfy their readers. Even 
in their own rich and well-worked fields they do not 
satisfy all their readers. Even after they have led us 
so far up on the shining path of scientific truth we 
feel sure that there are still sources and paths and 
fields of light, as well as shadows and belts and whole 
worlds of darkness, over which we have been hur- 
ried, and into which we have not been led or let look. 
We feel not unlike that famous philosopher of our 
doy who divined that there must surely be a serious 
disturbance scmewhere in the order and stability of 
the solar system that no astronomy had as yet dis- 
covered, acknowledged, or attempted to account for. 
As we are carried away by the spell of the great 
writers on evolution, we feel all the time that after 
all has been told, there is still something unrecog- 
nized and undescribed from which we suffer the 
most disturbing and injurious influences. All the 
time we feel in ourselves a backward, sideward, 
downward perverse pull under which we reel and 
stagger continually; it is an experience that makes us 
wiser than all our teachers and some of the most ob- 
scure but at the same time, some of the most certain 
manners of mankind and their spiritual history. 
Speaking for myself, as I read the great books of our 
modern scientific men with a delight and advantage 
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I can not put enough words upon, I always miss in 
them—in them all and in the best of them all—a 
matter of more importance to me than all else that 
they tell me but all the time I am reading their fasci- 
nating discoveries and speculations, I still feel in 
myself a disturbance, a disorder, a disharmony and 
a positive dislocation from the moral and even from 
the material order of the universe around me and 
above me: a disorder and a dislocation that my scien- 
tific teachers neither acknowledge nor learn room 
for its acknowledgment or redress. That is magnifi- 
cent! That is noble! That is divine! | exclaim as I 
read. When I come to the end of my reading—is 
that all?, | ask. | am compelled by all my experi- 
ence and my observation to ask, is that all? Is that 
your very last word to me? Then, if that is all, I 
must still go in search of a philosophy of nature and 
of man that understands me and accounts for me 
and has a so big, a more comprehensive, a more 
scientific, a more profound and a more consoling 
message to me. In one word, so to speak, out of the 
whole of my disappointment and complaint in one 
word, what about SIN? What is SIN? When and 
where did SIN enter in the evolution of the human 
race and seize in this deadly way on the human 
heart? Why do you also avoid and shut your eyes to 
SIN? And still more, what about JESUS CHRIST? 
Why do I find nothing in your best textbooks about 
HIM who was WITHOUT SIN? About Him who 
is more to me and to so many more of your best 
readers than all Nature and all her suns and systems 
and laws and processes put together? Far more, for 
He has carried both our understanding and our imag- 
ination and our hearts so absolutely captive, we can- 
not read with our whole heart the best book you 
have written because His name is not in it.” 


The second volume contains the material original- 
ly set forth in the fourth, fifth, and sixth volumes. 
Here we find delineation of characters from Joseph 
and Mary to the Angel of the Church of Laodicea. 
Sixteen of these messages are on various phases of 
the character of St. Paul. 


As an illustration of Whyte’s marvelous imagina- 
tion I want to refer to his character study on “Euty- 
chus”. Here he writes, “This Eutychus is the father 
of all such as fall asleep under sermons and he well 
deserves all his fame for he fell sound asleep under 
an action sermon of the apostle Paul . . . Paul did not 
have his manuscript before him that night and that 
circumstance was partly to blame for the too great 
length of his sermon. I will be bold to take an illus- 
tration of that night in Troas for myself when I am 
in Paul's circumstances; that is to say, when I have 
only once the opportunity to preach in any place, I 
never, On such an occasion, read my sermon from a 
paper. I just give out the Scripture texts that I myself 
am living upon at that time and I speak out of such 
an heart that is given me at that time. But the danger 
of such preaching is just that which Luther has point- 
ed out—I never know when to stop, just as Paul 
never knew when to stop that night ... Without a 
paper not one preacher in a hundred knows when to 
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stop. He forgets to look at the clock until it is far 
too late. With a paper and with nothing more to 
say than what is down on the paper, you stop at the 
moment, but not restricted to a paper and with your 
mind full of matter and your heart full of feeling, 
you go on until midnight . . . 1 never see any of you 
fall asleep at an election time. No, not though the 
speaking goes on until midnight and yet I do not 
know that the oratory of the political candidates and 
their friends is so much better than the oratory of 
the pulpit, but this is it, your Own passions are all 
on fire in politics whereas you are all so many Lao 
diceans in religion At the same time I frankly 
admit, few preachers preach with the passion and 
with the issues at stake that the politicians or even 
the play actors speak and thus, on the whole, the 
sum of the matter is this—that what between too 
long sermons and too cold the blame lies largely at 
every preacher's door . . . Eutychus did not fall out 
of the window for nothing if we learn from his fall 
some of these valuable lessons”. 


These two volumes are chuck full of inspiration, 
entertainment, but most of all, Biblical truths that 
probe the conscience. They will enrich any Chris- 
tian’s library—minister or layman. 


—John R. Richardson. 





“The Gospel Of The 
Kingdom Of God” 


By William Kelly Prentice. Published by Christo- 
pher Publishing House, Boston 20, Mass. Price 
$3.50. 


The author is a graduate of Princeton Theological 
Seminary and was later a professor of Greek litera 
ture and History in Princeton University. This vol 
ume contains modernism in its rankest form. He 
maintains that certain passages in the Gospels at 
tributed to Jesus’ acts and sayings were not really His 
and that these passages originated in connection with 
ideas which became current only after Jesus’ death 





“Christ And The Inheritance 
Of The Saints” 


By Thomas Guthrie. Zondervan Publishing Hous« 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


Although born in England, Thomas Guthrie lab 
ored as a minister of the. gospel in Scotland. He be 
came the pastor of the church of Old Grey Friars 11 
Edinburgh in the year 1837. He was one of the mos 
eloquent men that ever walked into the pulpit. Hi 
writings are filled with sparkle and zest. This volum: 
contains twenty discourses from the book of Colos 
sians. Each chapter inculcates high views of th 
Christian life and Christian duty. 
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